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we 
Calvary 


By M. Evelyn Trufant 

“And he bearing his cross went forth into 
a place called the place of a skull” (John 
19:17). 

HO is this man bent down beneath 

; That cruel cross of wood? 
‘Tis Christ, the very Son of God, 

The sinless one, and good. 


What agony was in His heart 
No one will ever know. 

As enemies prepared the cross, 
I seem to hear each blow. 


I seem to hear the mocker’s scorn 
As each nail’s pounded in. 

Oh, Christ, I should have borne that cross 
You carried for my sin. 


Those drops of sweat, like blood were 
shed 
As onward Jesus went, 
Until He reached Golgotha’s hill 
Beneath His burden bent, 


And there they nailed Him to that cross, 
That cross of Calvary. 

I seem to hear triumphant words, 
“Tis finished!” and I see 


The plan of a great salvation 
Perfected there that day, 

As Jesus with His precious blood 
Washed all my sins away. 


¥ 


A Morning Act of Faith 
Beginning the day with God should 
be every Christian’s habit. Bible read- 
ing and prayer are essential. But a 
hymn, a poem, or some other devotional 


writing may sometimes be used to ad- 
vantage. Dr, Charles Trumbull particu- 
larly liked a concise statement of faith 
for the Christian's daily use which was 
prepared by the Rev. Handley C. G. 
Moule, D.D., Bishop of Durham (Eng.) 
from 1901 to 1921, author of expositions 
of Bible books, and a leader at British 
Keswick. It is called a “Morning Act of 
Faith.” and reads as follows: 

I believe on the Name of the Son of 
God, therefore I am in Him, having 
redemption through His blood, and life 
by His Spirit: and He is in me, and 
all fulness is in Him. 

To Him I belong by purchase, con- 
quest and self-surrender; to me He 
belongs for all my hourly need. There 
is no cloud between my Lord and me; 
there is no difficulty, inward or out- 


“ 


ward, that He is not ready to meet 
in me today. 

The Lord is my Keeper. Amen, 
Many have found this simple, Scriptural 
affirmation to be a great blessing. One 
clause, “There is no cloud between my 
Lord and me,” depends on the complete- 
ness of the believer’s surrender to God. 
If there should be a cloud, God is will- 
ing to reveal the cause of it, and able 
to dispel that cloud as His child yields 
all to Him. A Christian who can sin- 
cerely make all of these declarations, 
from the depth of his heart and without 
reservation, may go forth to his work 
with peace and joy, saying, “I can do 
all things in him that strengtheneth me” 
(Phil, 4:13, A.S.V.).—Reprinted by re- 
quest from The Sunday School Times, 
Aug. 7, 1948. 


b 


The Secret of Happiness 


From an unpublished message by the late Dr. J. Stuart Holden 


“Blessed are the pure in heart: for 
they shall see God” (Matt. 5:8). 


"T iiose words form one, at least, of 
those divine revelations which 
Christ gave to His disciples under 
the common title of what we now know 
as the Sermon on the Mount, in which 
He disclosed the secrets of true happi- 
ness. For the word “blessed,” with 
which each of the Beatitudes commences, 
is just our common word “happy.” Here 
are contained all the ingredients in the 
Saviour’s prescription for a happy life; 
and he who would be truly happy must 
be characterized by these things which 
Christ makes so clear and plain to us all 
in this His teaching. 








Comfort for Dark Days 

“Patiently I awaited the Lord, 
and He bent towards me, and 
heard my cry. And raised me 
out of the gurgling pit, out of 
the slimy mire, and set my feet 
on the Rock; my steps He made 
firm” (Psa. 40:1, 2; Kay’s trans- 
lation. Out of print). 























In an age such as that in which we 
live, dominated as it is to such a large 
extent by practical considerations, when 
the clash of ideals is all round about us, 
turning life from a brotherhood into a 
battlefield; when temptation changes its 
form without changing its force. surely, 
our chief need is of the one unchanging 
permanence—God Himself—-God, whose 
mercies are over all His works: God 
revealed to us in Jesus Christ His Son 
—eternal light and love, eternal patience 
and solicitude, eternal Fatherly care 
over the least, as over the greatest, of 
His works The one thing that will 
save us from the perils of the age. and 
enable us to live lives that are worthy 
of the name by which we are called, 
is to “see God,” and that not spasmod- 
ically, but constantly, 

“Blessed are the pure in heart: for 
they shall see God.” But are we not 
here confronted with that which is com- 
mon knowledge to us all, that both the 
promise and the precept are unattain- 
able? Who can purify his own heart? 
Who can look upon God, and live? “No 
man hath seen God at any time,” so 
His Word declares. And as for the heart 
of man, it “is deceitful above all things, 
and desperately wicked.” Yes, it is true 
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that these things are moral and spiritual 
impossibilities, apart from the implied 
miracle of the whole scheme of redemp- 
tion, of which these words form but 
part of the expression. We dare not 
take one sentence from the Sermon on 
the Mount, nor even the Sermon itself, 
and isolate it from the teaching of Christ 
as a whole. It is, at best, only a frag- 
ment of the Gospel, and it must be re- 
garded in its relationship to the whole. 
Those whose hearts, by the alchemy of 
grace, have been changed and made 
clean, do indeed “see God,” and seeing 
Him are saved from the perils of the 
age, and enabled to walk worthy of the 
God whom they see, and into whose 
service they have been called. 


This is the supreme benediction. “They 
shall see his face”—this is the goal of 
all our hope. “We shall be like him; 
for we shall see him as he is” (1 John 
3:2). We can have no true spiritual 
experience of a sanctifying sort except 
as we see Him with ever-increasing 
clearness. To “see Him” does not mean 
a mere mental apprehension of Him and 
of His perfection. A man may have a 
very clear apprehension of God without 
ever having experienced His saving 
power in his own heart. A man may 
know, by the understanding of the mind, 
something of the perfection of God as 
Creator, without knowing Him person- 
ally after a saving fashion. We need to 
“see Him” in His Word, and in His 
works, with a discernment which at once 
convicts of sin, and brings with it the 
assurance of forgiveness. To “see God” 
—who can define it? It is when the light 
of God breaks upon the soul, that we 
see Him as a personal Saviour, as a 
living Christ to be received into the 
heart. And from that time onward life 
takes on a new meaning. 


“Blessed are the pure in heart: for they 
shall see God.” Let us judge the truth 
of these words by their results. To “see 
Him” brings peace Where once there was 
restlessness. To “see Him” is to be as- 
sured concerning the future, for His 
love makes the pathway clear, even 
though it may be shrouded in darkness. 
To “see Him” is to realiZe that He who 
bears the marks of the Passion is the 
One who holds the reins of government; 
that the love which took Him to Calvary, 
is the love which supports Him in all 
His overruling prowdences. Moreover, 
to “see Him” brings enlargement of out- 
look, and courage to meet its demands. 
If we look down perpendicularly, we 
will find the world no bigger than the 
circle that we draw around ourselves. 
But when we lift up our eyes we take 
in the world. Elevation of vision means 
expansion, for vision widens as _ it 
heightens. When we “see God” we be- 
gin to live in a large world. When we 
“see God” duty becomes divine, how- 
ever great may be its drudgery. Every 
common thing is great to the man who 
“sees God.” And this is the secret of 
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all true life. “Our sufficiency is of God,” 
the God whom we see, and we can re- 
late ourselves to the claims of the world, 
because of the divine dynamic which is 
never exhausted. 

But it is only to those who are “pure 
in heart” that this life is possible. We 
all know what it is to be in that frame 
of mind when nothing seems to be right, 
when we cannot recognize anything 
worthy, or commendable, in anyone. 
The whole world in our eyes seems to 
be out of gear. But we all know, too, 
the opposite of that experience. We all 
know what it is to be inwardly irradi- 
ated, when everything around appears 
beautiful; when the most unlikely are 
recognized as the children of God. Christ 
lays hold of this common fact, and in 
this word sof His expresses all that is, 
otherwise, expressed so cumbrously. 

Blessed are those whose hearts have 
been purified, for they see God. 

Two men looked out through prison bars. 

The one saw mud; the other, stars, 

The man who sees God at work where 
He seems to be most invisible -is the 
mart who has been touched by the puri- 
fying fire of God. Some tourists were 
one day visiting one of the great picture 
galleries; and one of the party, looking 
at one of the old masters, exclaimed 





Coming Next Week 


HE Easter Number of THE SuN- 

pay ScHoot Times, with its 
emphasis on the old yet ever new 
marvel of the Resurrection, is al- 
ways a means of special blessing 
to its readers. This year’s Easter 
Number, which will be next week’s 
issue, will be rich in inspiration. 
The leading editorial will have for 
its theme, “That Walk to Emmaus” 
that revealed Christ as the key 
to the Scriptures, and as the as- 
surance of recognition of friends 
and loved ones in Heaven, 

“The Resurrection of Christ: Its 
Nature and Evidence” will be the 
title of an illuminating article by 
Dr. Joseph C. Macaulay, THE SuN- 
pay ScHooLt Times leading lesson 
writer, that will bring comfort and 
assurance to believers, 

Lessons for present-day Chris- 
tians, drawn from the way in 
which the Lord Jesus constantly 
urged His disciples to look across 
the valley of the shadow of death 
to the glory beyond will be drawn 
by Dr. J. B. Rowell in his article, 
“The Glory Beyond the Gloom.” 

An added feature will be a con- 
cise compilation of outstanding 
Scripture verses on the theme 
“Christ Is Risen” as foretold by 
prophets, as promised by Himself, 
as declared by witnesses, and as 
provided by God. 
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in his somewhat self-satisfied ignorance, 
“I do not see anything in that.” And 
the custodian of the pictures who was 
standing near by, said, “Sir, you forget 
it is not the pictures that are on trial 
here, it is the visitors.” What a man 
sees is a judgment upon his life. When 
God is not desired, He is not discerned. 
One grain of gold dust can blot out the 
light of Heaven’s sun, 

Purity of heart is the subordination of 
man’s will to the will of God, so that 
he is always against sin. And such a 
state of heart is the result of the mirac- 
ulous incoming of Christ into the life to 
cleanse and to control. For when He 
comes into the life He deals with all the 
blinding influences of sin; He cleanses 
from all that which keeps men from 
seeing God. Christ comes into the life 
that is yielded to Him and sweeps out 
all that is unclean and unholy, im- 
planting in the heart a desire for good- 
ness and purity and holiness. Yes, it 
is the incoming of Christ that purifies 
the heart. And the alternative is to fol- 
low the will-o’-the-wisp — pleasure, 
money, social position—until you lose 
yourself eternally. Oh, follow Him! 
“Blessed are the pure in heart: for they 
shall see God.” 

we 


Notes on Open Letters 


The Proposed Russian Revision 

Protest was made in THe Sunpay 
ScHoot Trmes (May 24, 1952) by evan- 
gelical Russians against turning a pro- 
posed revision of the Russian New Tes- 
tament over to a group of a dozen Rus- 
sian Orthodox priests, without any ade- 
quate representation of evangelical 
Christianity. Dr, Eric M. North, secre- 
tary of the American Bible Society, came 
to the rescue, saying: 


The fact is that the British and For- 
eign Bible Society has long been fully 
conscious of the importance of the 
evangelical group among the Russian 
Christians and from the first had 
sought for evangelical Russian Chris- 
tian scholars competent in their knowl- 
edge of the original languages of the 
Bible, in their knowledge of modern 
Russian, and accessible to Paris, where 
the committee meetings will be held. 
At the time of the first announcement 
of the undertaking the person needed 
had not been located. Last November, 
however, the Rev. A. P. Wassilieff of 
the Belgian Gospel Mission accepted 
appointment to the Committee. In 
addition there will be selected three 
or four evangelical “assessors” in vari- 
ous more distant locations who will 
appraise the work of the Committee 
and advise it by correspondence, Thus 
the British and Foreign Bible Society 
is and has been from the beginning 
following sound principles in this 
matter. 

The odds against Pastor Wassilieff are 


(Continued on page 235) 
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IV. How Are Jews and Arabs Getting on Together? 


In a land where two civilizations are 


facing each other 


“M's I remind the Prime Minis- 
ter of Syria that it is just as 
far from Damascus to Galilee 
as from Galilee to Damascus.” Such 
was the pointed answer of Israel’s Prime 
Minister, Ben Gurion, to an ill-tempered 
outburst of Colonel Adib Shishekly, 
Vice-Premier and virtual dictator of 
Syria, who last August said that there 
can be no peace between Israel and the 
Arabs until the Jews have been driven 
into the sea. 

Israel’s economic and political troubles 
are due in part to the strained relations 
existing between the Jews and the Arab 
states. The economic boycott against 
the Jews by the Arab states is hurt- 
ing the new state considerably, while at 
the same time causing considerable dam- 
age to the Arabs themselves, who have 
a surplus of certain foodstuffs which 
they cannot sell. In spite of an armis- 
tice, the Jews and the Arabs are offi- 
cially at war. This compels the hard- 
pressed state of Israel to divert much of 
her substance to military purposes. 
Every inch of Israel soil has to be 
guarded every moment of the day. The 
smoldering voleano may erupt any time. 


Each Needs the Other 

From times immemorial the Bible 
lands have been one great economic and 
politically interdependent unit. Modern 
Israel needs the Arab hinterland to sup- 
ply her with fruit, grains, and cattle, 
as well as oil for her industries. The 
Arabs need Israel's growing industry, 
her textiles, drugs, chemicals, transpor- 
tation and port facilities. The giant oil 
refinery in Haifa could be a tremendous 
asset to the Arab lands. The Arab states 
also stand to benefit from the drive, the 
scientific talents, and the pio- 


One of the hard problems of the 
world today is that of Jewish-Arab 
relations in Palestine. No one can 
give final answers to all the aspects 
of the problem at present, but Mr. 
Buksbazen does give considerable 
light on it in this and the next arti- 
cle of his series of six. His state- 
ments are based on personal obser- 
vation and an interview that he had 
with a well-educated woman official 
of the Israeli Government. The high 
lights of her view of the situation 
will be given in the fifth article, to 
be published next week. 

Mr. Buksbazen is the general sec- 
retary of the Friends of Israel Mis- 
sionary and Relief Society, 728 With- 
erspoon Bidg., Philadelphia 7, where 
gifts for the work may be sent. 








eval Arab world, which resents change 
and progress, a world of a few rich 
and depressed millions. On the other 
hand, there is the Jewish world, es- 
sentially democratic in character, effer- 
vescent, adaptable, always eager to 
soak up new ideas and to venture 
upon new trails. 

Both claim Palestine. Even Solomon 
the Wise could not make a decision that 
would carry perfect justice to both 
claimants. Whatever the solution, there 
are bound to be innocent victims who 
are caught in the wheels of the gigantic 
historical events. Some are bound to be 
hurt, maimed, or even crushed, 

To the Jew, Palestine is the cradle of his 
history; the land of his greatest spiritual 
and national experiences; the home of 
his past, the vision of his future; a God- 


By VICTOR BUKSBAZEN, B.D. 


given promise and title deed, beyond 
the challenge of any earthly power; a 
birthright which he cannot and will not 
abandon. 

The Jew, whether secular or religious, 
is tied with invisible bonds to Israel. 
He may achieve prosperity and distinc- 
tion abroad and feel at home in some 
countries, and yet there are in him 
yearnings and emotions toward Pales- 
tine which, however elusive and invis- 
ible, must be reckoned with as a reality. 

The tragic experiences of the Jews in 
past centuries, and particularly in re- 
cent years, have only added urgency to 
his striving for Palestine. 

The Arabs also have a claim to Pales- 
tine. It has been their home for many 
generations. True, due to their innate 
indolence and backwardness, Palestine 
has become a desolate land. Yet, be 
that as it may, it was home to almost a 
million Arabs before Israel's independ- 
ence. Now there are some 200,000 
Arabs in Israel. 

And yet, had there been good will 
and understanding between the Jews and 
the Arabs without interference of out- 
side powers and selfish interests, with- 
out the division of Palestine into Israel 
and Jordan, a reconciliation with oppor- 
tunities for Jew and Arabs would have 
been possible. 

Misled and Unwelcomed Refugees 

Today between 700,000 and 800,000 Pal- 
estine Arabs are the not-too-welcome 
refugees in the countries of their Arab 
brothers. Most of them had no desire 
to leave Palestine. They did not have 
to. They were misled and induced by 
the folly of their political leaders to 
abandon their homesteads. When the 

Arab League later invaded Pal- 





neering spirit of the Jews. Is- 
rael and the Arab nations work- 
ing at cross purposes hurt one 
another deeply and are like a 
house divided, members of one 
body at war with each other. 
Today peace in Israel is elu- 
sive, a prayer in the hearts of 
men of good will. Arab leader- 
ship is intransigent. They will 
not even agree to sit down with 
the Jews to talk things over 
and to find a way out of their 
impasse—a_ situation reminis- 
cent of Korea, 
The conflict between Israel 
and the Arab world goes be- 
yond immediate political dis- 
agreement. In Palestine two 
civilizations face each other. 
On one hand is the static, 
feudal, and essentially medi- 








estine, the Arabs were promised 
that the Jews would soon be 
driven. into the sea, and then 
the Arabs would return to their 
own homes and to a rich spoil 
of Jewish land and property 
But this was not to be. The 
folly of Arab leadership has 
brought of untold misery and 
suffering to many of its un- 
fortunate compatriots. 

The unsolved Arab refugee 
problem is one of the chief ob- 
stacles to peace in Palestine. 
Visitors to Arab lands almost 
unanimously testify that, on the 
part of Arab leaders, there is 
lack of social responsibility 
toward the masses of the Arab 
refugees as well as to their own 
people. 








Modern Haifa 


(Continued on page 223) 
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A Survey 


Encouragements and warnings from 
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of Religious Life and Thought 


all the world 





is the one most under attack by 

Communism. “The whole country 
is flooded with their literature. There 
is hardly any public place where they 
do not have a_ bookstall.” 

Where the enemy comes in like a 
flood, the Lord is now raising up a ban- 
ner. Word is at hand of remarkable 
revivals in these areas. We have heard 
much of the United Church of South 
India, but this seems to be altogether 
outside its borders. Mr. Cherian, a 
Christian editor in Manganam, tells us 
that there is a great longing in the 
hearts of God's people “for Christian 
fellowship and united action,” that “the 
All Kerala Evangelical Fellowship is 
drawing together keen evangelicals from 
all denominations.” Large numbers of 
prayer cells have been formed. In a 
recent Prayer Convention, held in the 
Mar Thoma church in Cherukole, hun- 
dreds of people came from varied and 
distant places and from all walks of 
life—evangelists, teachers, doctors, law- 
yers, landlords, laborers, rich and poor, 
educated and uneducated—al one in 
Christ Jesus. 

“The Spirit of God convicted believers 
of sin and of the wonderful provision 
in the blood of Christ for defense against 
the Enemy.” Hundreds were filled With 
rejoicing testimony. standing up in 
crowds and refusing to sit down until 
they had a chance to testify. 

Through the country, drunkards of 
long standing are rejoicing in liberty. 
In one center, two hundred young people 
are calling for instruction in the Bible. 
They gather almost daily in different 
homes. The Lord is using a young un- 
educated woman, and scores of wicked 
criminals are being saved, 

Certain in North Travancore, members 
of a priestly church, are really on fire, 
and testify to their emancipation from 
ritual and superstition. Oh, yes, there 
are some who cry “mob emotionalism.” 
So they said at Pentecost, that “day all 
jubilant, all splendid, when from Heaven 
the fire descended on the chosen of the 
Lord.” 


Dr. Richard Siebeck, professor and 
director of the Ludolf-Krghl Clinic, 
Heidelberg University, has Tublishea a 
medical work entitled “Clinical Knowl- 
edge and the Physician’s Task” which 
is described as “one of the best modern 
medicine has produced.” The last fifty 
pages offer something unusual. The 
author writes: “This book is a per- 
sonal confession. I have not flinched 
from saying what moves in my inner 
depths.” He continues: 

“To the ever-recurring question of the 
meaning of all sorrows and joys, of all 


O: ALL parts of India, Travancore 


sickness and all health, of our striving 
and activity, there is but one Word that 
is spoken to us, and it does not come 
from within us. 

“Of this Word which gives the 
answer, we may speak in the greatest 
humility, in knowledge of our insuffi- 
ciency, not as if we apprehended it, but 
are apprehended by it. The Word is not 
given to us in general concepts, ideas, and 
hypotheses, but in a wholly determined 
place, in historical episode which is alto- 
gether different from any occurrence in 
history. It is the Word of God which 
took form and became flesh and came 
into our life. 

“He who knows himself called of this 
Word ... is the recipient of a gift ever 
new to him in all his weaknesses, a gift 
which is ever waiting for him, even if 
it is again and again neglected. We can 
never boast about this gift nor judge 
those to whom it means nothing. It is 
a promise for all, whether accepted or 
not, ; 

“It is npt usual in a medical book 
to speak of this Word, but whoever is 
taken of it must be at its call in his 
daily profession. Why should it not be 
of value for our therapy, for our under- 
standing and treatment of the sick? It 
speaks to us in our work and profession. 
We must consider what it may contribute 
to our medical calling and problems, 

“What is our life in health and sick- 
ness? It is ever a gift, ever a grace, 
which we should thankfully accept. We 
should, therefore, hold ourselves ready. 
We should toil in the use of our reason 
and other faculties in the life given us, 
but ever with our eyes on the precious 
jewel set before us, on the new dispensa- 
tion of promise in which our frail and 
passing dispensation will eventually dis- 
appear. 

“And if man in all his willfulness and 
rebellion falls into lawlessness and ever 
again turns his back on God, because 
he himself wishes to be God, God has in 
the New Testament offered him recon- 
ciliation and the promise of the Spirit.” 


British Notes.—John Kensit was a 
member of the Church of England who 
protested the penetration of his church 
by pre-Reformation superstition. For 
this he was foully murdered at the ap- 
proach to the Woodside Ferry, Birk- 
enhead, fifty years ago—a file used 
for scraping boilers in shipbuilding 
yards having been flung at his head at 
short range. This pierced his skull over 
the left eye, and he died twelve days later. 
His son, then unjustly in prison for 
holding open-air meetings, was released 
by order of the King and has, during 
the subsequent fifty years, carried on a 
greatly useful though greatly opposed 


By ERNEST GORDON 


task. Commemoration gatherings were 
held last October at the date of Mr. 
Kensit’s martyrdom. The Wycliffe 
preachers, organized by the Kensits, are 
a band of Bible teachers who have done 
very much to keep alive Reformation 
spirit and tradition in England as well 
as knowledge of the life-saving Word 
of God. 


Alexander Buchanan Macdonald, 
M.D., has returned to Scotland after hav- 
ing given his whole life to leper relief 
in Calabar (Africa), In 1926 he founded 
the leper colony at Itu, which is probably 
the largest in the world. On one day 
in 1952, he discharged 961 patients, symp- 
tom-free, a mighty culmination of his la- 
borious and successful treatments. One 
hears much of Dr. Schweitzer’s work in 
a neighboring African colony, and 
rightly, although one can only regret 
that this son of a Lutheran pastor has 
not remained true to the evangelical 
faith. Dr. Macdonald’s work has been 
quite as remarkable although few in 
America know of it. It is true to the 
Christian faith, and the church in the 
center of the colony is as dear to the 
doctor’s heart as his hospitals and labora- 
tory. 


The new president of the Bible League, 
a British organization “to promote the 
reverent study of the Holy Scriptures 
and to resist the various attacks made 
upon their inspiration, infallibility, and 
sole sufficiency as the Word of God,” 
is Sir Cecil P. G. Wakely, baronet, 
president of the Royal College of Sur- 
geons, Fellow of the Royal Society, Doc- 
tor of Medicine, of Science and of Laws 
and, with other titles, including Surgeon 
Rear-Admiral of the Navy during the 
last war, and Member of the French 
Legion of Honor, Bishop Thompson says 
of him that “his claim to the affections 
and prayers of Bible believers lies 
chiefly in the fact that he has been called 
by grace, and that he regards the Scrip- 
ture as verbally inspired, infallible, and 
the sole rule of faith and practice.” 

We have been told by a much pub- 
licized preacher that “no intelligent per. 
son now holds such views.” Are you 
sure, Dr, 2. 





At last we have a critical judgment 
on the ecumenical conferences which 
have been going on under Federal Coun- 
cil auspices for decades. It is in the 
British Weekly, by no means a markedly 
evangelical publication, and its title is 
derisive—“The Ecumenical Dead-end 
Kids.” ‘Even moreso is a half-page illus- 
tration in the mordant tone of a David 
Low cartoon entitled, “Lund 1952. While 
the professicnal ecumenicians were 
splitting hairs and looking the other 


Less 


way, 
the | 
is a’ 
of “ 
Th 
Prin 
fere! 
olog' 
agre 
tend 
the « 
orga 
fere! 
thin; 
pres' 
failu 
acad 
the | 
that 
the 
func 
ever 
gian 
is a 
cal) 
mat: 
gath 
nur‘ 
ster 
chu 
mat 
D 
ture 
sho’ 
met 
cam 
nec’ 
and 
Ent 
refe 
mov. 
tam 
spi! 
con 
fere 
par 
A 
of 1 
con 


E 
in | 
pre 
Hu 
str 
wh 
the 
me 
pre 
He 
mo 
cle 


3 


— FR 6 


Lesson for March 29 


way, what were the other servants of 
the Carpenter doing?” “Ecumenicians” 
is a word obviously coined on the model 
of “morticians.” 

The text is by Professor Piper of 
Princeton, who points out that these con- 
ferences since 1927, with all their the- 
ological learning, have never come to 
agreement on a creed for a united Chris- 
tendom. Rather than fostering unity, 
the ecumenical movement has become an 
organization for the arrangement of con- 
ferences. True vision is lacking. Some- 
thing is basically wrong in spite of the 
present worship of “ecumenicity.” This 
failure is due to the preponderance of 
academic theology and the overrating of 
the conference method. Also to the fact 
that those participating are always from 
the same group. “Conservative and 
fundamentalist theologians are hardly 
ever invited.” It is a case of “theolo- 
gians’ lust for power.” The conference 
is a blending of a scientific (theologi- 
cal) congress and a meeting of diplo- 
mats, but most certainly not a form of 
gathering that issues from the spiritual 
nurture of the church. It recalls the 
sterility of the hair-splitting German 
churches in the century after the Refor- 
mation. 

Dr, Piper speaks of theological lec- 
ture tours by theological professors who 
show the brilliancy of their minds in a 
meteoric way on a score of seminary 
campuses. “It:is hard to see the con- 
nection of church unity on the one hand 
and the officially ,fostered discussion of 
Entmythologisierung on the other” (the 
reference is to Bultmann’s plan of re- 
moving “mythology” from the New Tes- 
tament). Attention is called to the 
spiritual deadness of the ecumenical 
conferences. “Opening prayer and con- 
ference worship seldom form an integral 
part of the business.” 

And so on. All this is in an appraisal 
of the recent World Council of Churches 
conference in Lund, Sweden. 


Even more contemptuous is the report 
in Le Christianisme of a French observer 
present. He first praises the insight of 
Hungarian delegates who protested “the 
strong odor of Roman leaven, ._. . Every- 
where the problems were prejudged in 
the direction of an authoritarian, sacra- 
mental Catholicism.” The reference 
presumably is to the Anglo-Catholicism. 
He speaks of the finasserie (trickery), 
more or less conscious, of the same 
clerics. “These conferences take up 
periodically the same problems by the 
same persons who ignore serenely pre- 
vious discussions. It is a giratory move- 
ment which makes one nauseated and 
desirous to throw out the whole busi- 
ness. The missionary churches are tired 
of playing the part of boat-in-tow, mov- 
ing round and round in circles.” 


While we are considering clerical 
propaganda for “unity,” let us notice a 
letter from a Spanish Catholic body sent 


, 
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to Spanish Protestant pastors. It began, 
“Dear Brother in Christ,” and is a good 
illustration of the political maxim, “if 
you can’t beat ’em, join ’em,” or get 
’em to join us, the real inner meaning of 
“church union.” 

“We are writing to request that, in 
your chapel and among the company 
of the faithful under your leadership, 
you should celebrate with the greatest 
possible splendor the eight days of sup- 
plication for the union of all churches. 
.. . We long to see. as soon as possible 
the end of the deplorable spectacle we 
present to the world with our long- 
continued divisions. The Master always 
spoke of ‘My Church,’ ‘My Flock.’ 

“We are moved by the desire to see 
in our day one and one only form of 
Christianity which, uniting all the 
nations which profess the faith of Christ, 
should march at the head of all the rest 
and should show them the only solution 
of their problems in this modern world, 
so deeply afflicted and led astray, 

“We lift our eyes to Almighty God, 
pleading with faith and without waver- 
ing in these days of prayer for the union 
of the churches that all may be one 
flock in the one fold. 

“Yours affectionately in Christ —” 

The letter was answered with a request 
that the senders help two young evan- 
gelical couples to obtain the right of civil 
marriage illegally denied them, thus de- 
priving them of all state social benefits. 
There was no answer. These church 
unionists are too busy “helping the- 
nations solve their problems.” 

How refreshing to turn from the hy- 
pocrisy and pretentiousness of priestly 
religion to the Samaritan goodness of an 
unassuming church, the United Brethren. 
This church since 1944 has sent 12,000 head 
of cattle to twenty “afflicted nations,” 
also 200,000 hatching eggs to Korea. 
Farm wives in the denomination have 
made their contribution in soap, a mil- 
lion pounds or more, manufactured in 
their own homes. This is Evangelical 
Point Four! 


Headmaster Gaebelein of Stony Brook 
has been in Europe, and is encour- 
aged. He was stirred at seeing 400 
Cambridge University students at a 
Saturday night meeting in the room 
of the Cambridge Debating Union, 
where they were gathered to hear 
Leith Samuel give a profound Bible ex- 
position. He comments also on the vital- 
ity of the daily prayer meeting of the 
Cambridge‘ Inter-Collegiate Christian 
Union and the Sunday evening Gospel 
Service conducted by the Union at Holy 
Trinity Church. Dr. Douglas Johnson, 
general secretary of Inter-Varsity Fel- 
lowship in England, writes Dr. Gaebe- 
lein about the annual fall mission of 
C.1.C.U, at Cambridge: “You probably 
will remember the University Church, 
St. Mary’s. .. . John Stott, who is rector 
of All Souls, Langham Place, London 
(next the B.B.C.), and who is only 29 
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years of age, did the whole week’s Ser- 
mons in the University Church. The 
result was beyond our expectations. 
There were 1,200 present for the first 
Sunday evening, 1,500 on the second 
and last Sunday evening and in between 
an average of 1,000, though it dropped 
to 900 one night when there were politi- 
cal meetings. The people came up each 
night to the vestry in order to see him 
and to take copies of St. John’s Gospel 
from him, which meant that they were 
anxious to receive instruction in the 
Christian faith, showing their intention 
of accepting Christ and beginning to 
walk in His way. 

“On the last Monday morning they 
had a breakfast for all those who had 
definitely accepted Christ. There were 
400 present, but 90 of these were Cam- 
bridge men bringing their friends along. 
We think, however, that there were defi- 
nite conversions of some 250 to 300.” 

Similar blessing is reported from Ox- 


ford. “Near Darmstadt, I spent a most 
interesting week giving eight lectures 
to Christian university students from 


thirteen countries in the old palace of 
the Mountbatten family. I never ad- 
dressed a more brilliant group intellec- 
tually, but what bound us together was 
the Word of God and the living Lord. 


Home Missions.—Among the Japanese 
in California, Hideo Aoki evangelizes 
among the Japanese in strawberry har- 
vesting camps. Harry Baba, a Nisei min- 
isterial student from Westmont College, 
and Akira Hatori from Fuller Seminary, 
co-operate. A recent convert, Fred Seta, 
studying chemistry in the State College, 
is planning to enter Bible school, as well 
as Fred Imahara and Sue Nashijima. In 
the Mt. Hermon Annual Conference, 329 
Japanese registered from 35 different 
churches. A Japanese Gospel Hour on 
the radio seeks new stations. Mr. Aoki 
is now campaigning among the 5,000 
Japanese of Lodi, Calif, 


At Phoenix, Ariz., is the C. H. Cook 
Training School, which prepares Ameri- 
can Indians to be evangelists to their 
various tribes. This summer they have 
gone out to twenty different tribes, using 
twenty languages. Mr. George Walker, 
the school superintendent, hopes to start 
a small home in Phoenix, where Navajo 
children can lodge while attending the 
public schools. Some fifteen thousand 
Navajo children are receiving no educa- 
tion, through neglect of our Government, 


Women at Work.—Miss Gladys Har- 
row visits regularly .among the 6,000 
prisoners in Puerto Rico jails. In one 
prison, with 400 under life sen- 
tence, 30 have already written her say- 
ing that they have accepted Christ. 

La Progressiva, the admirable Pres- 
byterian school at Cardenas, Cuba, is 
largely the life work of Miss Margaret 
E. Craig. During the forty years she 
has labored, the school has grown to a 
thousand pupils. The Cuban Department 
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of Agriculture has named a white rose 
after her, but her work is bitterly de- 
nounced by Cuban clericals, 


Rennies Mill Camp, outside Hongkong, 
is a large refugee area. Gertrude Tra- 
gardh, a Swedish missionary nurse, has 
built up a fine evangelistic work, Zion’s 
Church, into which 130 have been bap- 
tized. On six evenings in the week, meet- 
ings are held for Bible study, for prayer 
and for evangelism. In this camp are 
some 13,000 Chinese from every part 
of China, 

Miss Beulah Courtney reports 140 at 
every meal at the French Camp at Sher- 
brooke, Quebec, “We believe it will be the 
beginning of a Bible conference for the 
French Christians of Quebec Province.” 
She mentions a seventeen-year-old girl 
who gave her heart to Christ at one of the 
meetings. “Her mother, who was pres- 
ent, was very angry. Where is the girl 
today? Put away in a convent some- 
where until she is twenty-one—for the 
sin of accepting the Christ of the Bible!” 

And how astonishing is the ministry 
of those women of Gospel Recordings, 
Ltd.! Joy Ridderhof, Ann Sherwood, 
and Sanna Barlow are at work in New 
Guinea and have already recorded the 
Gospel in thirty different dialects, They 
go from tribe to tribe by plane. “Since 
the Gospel is so new to these people, 
they need to have everything repeated 
scores of times before they understand 
it.” This the records will do. So they 
are crossing range after range of this 
most mountainous of islands to make 
recordings of Scripture truth in un- 
known dialects. 


John Ritchie of the American Bible 
Society in Lima, Peru, died on the sec- 
ond of April, last year. He was a Glas- 
gow printer when called to mission work 
in Pert. He founded and watched over, 
during many years, sixty Peruvian 
churches, forming them into a National 
Church. He led in the movement which 
brought to Peru legal religious liberty 
by a constitutional amendment in 1915. 
His later life was devoted to keenly in- 
telligent activity in behalf of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society in Peru. 


Notes of the Apostasy.—Seven Wiirt- 
temberg Gemeinschaften (Christian 
Unions) have appealed to the Lutheran 
Church authorities in protest against the 
Bultmann theology on the ground of 
Colossians 2:8 (translated literally, “Be- 
ware of the one carrying you off as 
hunter’s game with his philosophy and 
empty deceptions.” They quote Prof. 
Adolf Schlatter of Tiibingen, who, when 
the Minister of Cult made him Professor 
of Theology in Berlin, saying, “You are 
a man who stands on the Word of God,” 
replied, “No, your Excellency, I am a 
man who stands under the Word of God.” 


Bultmann. is scheduled to lecture at 
Yale Divinity School. 


A prayer by the chaplain in Silliman 
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University, the Philippines, is recorded 
in the Christian Beacon, It thanks God 
that “Silliman has yielded a wisdom 
and fellowship that unites us in Thy 
love and service”; 

“Thine is the glory that Buddhists, 
Confucianists, Mohammedans, Philip- 
pine Independents, Protestants, Seventh- 
Day Adventists, and Roman Catholics, 
and also those who have not found a 
spiritual home, are happily united in the 
Silliman Family. God, who art the 
Father of us all and who inspired Thy 
Son to pray that all may be one, bless 
the bonds that bind us together.” 

A correspondent in Licht und Leben 
writes: “We are told that candles on 
the altar are a symbol of the burning 
love of God and His Christ. But any- 
one whose heart is not sufficiently 
warmed in love to Christ by the Cross 
of Golgotha will not find it warmed by 
burning candles. Our Church needs not 
liturgical ceremony, but instruction in 
the Word in spiritual authority. For 
lack of this many parishes are given 
all sorts of ceremonies as Ersatz [sub- 
stitutes]. Hence many Christians, who 
take it seriously with sanctification, are 
leaving the [State] church for other 
Christian groups.” 

This old leaven is working in America, 
too. On All Saints Day candles are 
being lit “in memory of loved ones.” 
In a leading Boston church “the very 
reverend” rector announces that “a 


frame with votive candles by the prayer 


shrine will afford opportunity all day 
for people to remember departed loved 
ones.” 

It is the pagan cult of the dead, and 
some think it, in view of the widespread 
use of these early November days for 
this purpose among primitives the world 
over, the memorial of the dead of the 
Deluge. Luther made a better use of 
All Souls Day when he posted his theses 
on the Wittenberg church door on that 
day. Reformation Sunday is the more 
Christian fete, a day of the living! Play- 
ing with candles is comparable to the 
childish tithing of mint, rue, and cum- 
min. 


A rotary recorder has been invented 
by Mr. D. M. Doherty of St. Cloud, 
Minn., and his bishop announces that 
indulgences, acquired by rosary recita- 
tion, count on recorder prayers. This 
seems very much like Tibetan prayer 
wheels, 

An extensive rosary crusade led by 
Father Patrick Peyton in England, and 
there gathering very large assemblies, 
is now going on in America. It is an 
attempt to interest Catholic families in 
the recitation of the Apostles’ Creed, 
the Lord’s Prayer, and prayers to Mary, 
each day and together. On the Polo 
Grounds 76,000 persons were led in ros- 
ary prayer by Cardinal Spellman. Of 
the six hymns on this occasion, four 
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were to Mary and the final one to God. 
The excellent maxim of the crusade is, 
“The family that prays together stays 
together.” 

Father Peyton endows the rosary with 
exceptional powers. “It won the victories 
of Lepanto and Temesvar against the 
Turks and saved nations when they took 
the Rosary into their hands, . . . Prayer 
is talking to God. The Rosary is Mary’s 
way for us to talk to Him, for she gave 
us this way, and a mother knows best.” 

The origin of the use of rosaries is 
traced by the editor of the Catholic News 
back to Innocent III (whose portrait is 
in our House of Representatives). He 
ordered St. Dominic to fight the Al- 
bigenses, and on July 21, 1206, “the 
Blessed Virgin appeared to Dominic and 
gave him the devotion of the Rosary.” 
Then followed great massacres and the 
extermination of these Christians who 
had abandoned Catholicism, 

“The Rosary is as powerful now as it 
was when the Albigenses seemed about 
to sweep over Western civilization, It is 
as powerful as Mary who gave it, and 
Mary is the Mother of God. . , . It seems 
providential that Father Peyton should 
be inspired at this moment in world 
history to launch such an obviously nec- 
essary campaign as that of the Holy 
Rosary.” 


Mr. Charles Clinton Spaulding, vice- 
president of the American Bible Society, 
who has passed on to Glory, was a Negro 
born in 1874 on a popr farm in North 
Carolina. He became an outstanding 
businessman and a noble and practical 
advocate of interracial co-operation, Un- 
der his wise and skilled guidance the 
smal] enterprises, to which he gave his 
leadership, became the largest Negro 
insurance company and the largest Ne- 
gro bank in the world, and a strong 
Savings and loan association, with com- 
bined assets of over forty million dol- 
lars. He was trustee of many charitable 
and educational enterprises, and was 
held in great respect by persons of both 
races, especially in Durham, where he 
lived, 

He was also deacon and trustee of the 
White Rock Baptist Church, and deeply 
concerned with Christian things. 


Correction.—I was in error in writing 
that Mr. and Mrs. E. B, Young of Mt. 
View Homes, Greenville, S. C., were in 
orphanage work. Rather are they evange- 
lists to the colored people, “preaching the 
gracious, Saving, life-giving Gospel of Jesus 
Christ to thousands of sin-sick. needy Ne- 
groes, distributing Gospels, Bibles, song- 
books, and other literature, also many 
truckloads of used clothing for hundreds 
of poor black folk, actually tons of 
clothing. We have preached in al] the 
larger towns and cities of this half of 
South Carolina as well as in country 
villages, in some 350 churches and 
schools.” Also a blessed work! 
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Lesson for March 29 


Jews and Arabs 
(Continued from page 219) 


The case of ex-King Farouk is an ex- 
treme but by no means isolated instance 
of this reckless, irresponsible attitude to 
the common welfare of the masses on the 
part of the privileged few, On the one hand 
there are the rich effendis and pashas, the 
landed gentry, living a luxurious, extrav- 
agant life. Many of them are absentee 
landowners, squandering their wealth in 
the casinos of the French Riviera and 
other playgrounds. On the other hand 
there are the millions of the deprived 
and despoiled illiterate, destitute masses, 
ill fed and ill housed 

Such a situation would be unthink- 
able among the Jews. It would be im- 
possible for a few to live in heathenish 
luxury and for the millions to starve. 
The rich would not feel like it and the 
poor would not stand for it. Israel has 
no aristocracy, neither does she have 
dumb masses without a say in their own 
destiny. Israel’s pride is, “Kol Israel 
Haverim”—“All Israelites are Comrades.” 
Essentially Israel is a democracy—by in- 
stinct and inclination. 

The Arab leadership, instead of seek- 
ing to help its unfortunate compatriots 
from Palestine, to absorb them in its 
land and economy, and to open up new 
territories for them, use these poor peo- 
ple as a club against the UN and Israel. 
Arab leadership is. figuratively speaking, 
up on the miff tree sulking. 

The plain facts of political life in 
Israel are these, that the recent immi- 
gration of 1.000.000 homeless Jews—a 
majority of them expelled from Arab 
countries—has made the return of the 
Arab refugees physically impossible. 
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Here are some basic statistics to illus- 
trate the situation: 

The state of Israel has an area of 8,100 
square miles, much of it arid and desert, 
waiting for reclamation. Israel's popula- 
tion is approximately 1,750,000. 

The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, 
originally a part of the British Palestine 
Mandate, has a total area of 39,450 square 
miles, almost five times the size of Is- 
rael, Population, approximately 1,400,000, 

Syria—72,560 square miles. Popula- 
tion, approximately 3,000,000. 

Iraq—160,600 square miles, Population, 
5,000,000. 

Saudi Arabia—600,000 square 
Population, 6,000,000 

Surely, with a measure of good will 
on the part of the Arab states and with 
the eager co-operation of the UN, the 
Arab refugees could be given a new 
chance in life. They could be turned 
into productive. self-respecting people 
rather than being allowed to decay in 
the terrible conditions of the refugee 
camps. The 700.000 Arab refugees are a 
living indictment against the Arab states, 


miles. 


(To be continued) 


Editor’s Note.—By mistake a word was 
inserted in Mr. Buksbazen’s first manu- 
Script, making it read: “Salt is being 
extracted from the Dead Sea by means 
of evaporation pans at Atlith.” This 
should have read: “Salt is being ex- 
tracted from the Mediterranean Sea by 
means of evaporation pans at Athlit” 
(spelling of town taken from National 
Geographic Society map). 

In Mr. Buksbazen’s second article he 
gave a list of foodstuffs and clothing 
which he said were rationed. This was 
true at the time of writing. Since then 
rationing has been lifted, but prices have 
skyrocketed. 


Was There a Jericho in Joshua’s Day? 


Why it is presumptuous to assume, from recent 
excavations, that Joshua was not at Jericho 


NE of the principal excavations in 
O Palestine during 1952 was carried 
out at Jericho by a joint expedition of 
the American Schools of Oriental Re- 
search and the British School of Archae- 
ology. No work had been done at Jeri- 
cho for sixteen years. The work in 1952 
was directed by Miss Kathleen Kenyon, 
director of the British School] of Archae- 
ology and lecturer at the University of 
London. She is the daughter of Sir 
Frederic Kenyon, well-known scholar in 
the field of ancient New Testament 
manuscripts. Assisted by Dr. A. D. Tush- 
ingham,! of the American School of 
Oriental Research, Miss Kenyon directed 
a staff of twenty persons, who super- 
vised excavations in three or four main 


By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D. 
Professor of Archaeology, Wheaton College; 
Archaeological Editor of The Sunday School Times 


sections of the mound simultaneously, 
and carried out the registration, draw- 
ing, photography, and survéying, which 
form a vital part of any excavation. 





Earlier Excavations at Jericho 

ARLIER excavations had been made 

at Jericho by a German expedition 
directed by Sellin and Watzinger, in 
1907-1909. Work was resumed by the 
British archaeologist, John Garstang, in 
1930, and continued year by year until 
1936. Garstang’s excavations indicated 
that Jericho fell about 1400 B.C., a date 
that fits in with some of the implica- 
tions of Biblical history.* Among other 
things, Garstang found that certain pot- 
tery evidence came to a definite end 
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about the middle of the Late Bronze 
Age (1600-1200 B.C.), which would point 
to the period of 1400 B.C. as the date of 
the fall of the city.3 





Views on the Date of the Fall of Jericho 

OT all writers on Biblica)] subjects 

have followed the Biblical indica- 
tions and the Jericho evidence that 
pointed to 1400 B.C, as the date of the 
fall of the city. Some have placed it 
as late as 1300 B.C., and others have 
dated it even later, 1200 B.C. 

One of the purposes of the 1952 ex- 
cavations at Jericho (to be continued in 
the spring of 1953) was, as stated by Dr. 
Tushingham, “to obtain further evidence 
to settle once and for all the disputed 
question of the date of the fall of the 
Late Bronze city, that is, the date of 
Joshua’s conquest.4 





Was Joshua Missing at Jericho? 


HE writer and his wife were in Pal- 

estine during the whole spring of 
1952, and were observers at the Jericho 
excavations during the last four weeks 
of the three-month campaign (January- 
March). It was evident that a great deal 
of material was discovered from the 
Early Bronze Age (3000-2000 B.C.) and 
from the Middle Bronze Age (2000-1600 
B.C.).5 It was reported, on the other 
hand, that little or nothing was being 
discovered from the Late Bronze Age 
(1600-1200 B.C.), which included the pe- 
riod of Joshua and the time of the fall 
of Jericho, which by implication, though 
not by direct statement, would be in 
the period of 1400 B.C., or in any event 
between 1400-1200 B.C. 

The assumption that “there was no 
Jericho in Joshua’s day” filtered back to 
America and found its way into Life 
Magazine (July 21, 1952). This maga- 
zine article bore the headline, “Joshua 
Is Missing at Jericho,” and a subhead, 
“Was Joshua at Jericho?” The brief 
article read: 

“Excavating at Jericho in the Holy 
Land, a team of British and American 
archaeologists have dug up the oldest 
town yet discovered anywhere in the 
world—the ruMms of a massive stone 
wall dating back to the Neolithic Age, 
before 5000 B.C. On the same site 
they have also found later ruins of 
other cities. But, in spite of their best 
efforts, the archaeologists found no 
tumbled-down walls from the period 
of 1400-1260 B.C.—the time when 
1 Dr. Tushingham has reported on the exca- 

vation in an article entitled, “The Joint Ex- 
cavations at Tell es-Sultan (Jericho), in the 
“Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental 
Research,” No. 127, October, 1952. 

* For a discussion of some of the factors in- 
volved in the date of the fall of Jericho, see 
J. P. Free, “Archaeology and Bible History,” 
pp. 130-132 (Van Kampen Press, Wheaton, IIl.). 


8Ibid., 130-132. 
‘Bulletin of the American Schools of Ori- 
ental Research,” No. 127, p. 5. 


* Ibid., 8-10. 
(Continued on page 232) 













































THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


International Uniform Lesson 











LESSON 13. MARCH 29. JESUS IS CRUCIFIED 
Matthew 21:1-11,; 27; printed text, 27:32-44, 54 


Golden Text.—God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.—Rom. 5:8 


THE Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Matt. 27:32 And as they came out, they found a man of 
Cyrene, Simon by name: him they compelled to bear his cross, 
33 And when they were come unto a place called Golgotha, 


that is to say, a place of a skull, 


34 They gave him vinegar to drink mingled with gall: and 
when he had tasted thereof, he would not drink. 

35 And they crucified him, and parted his garments, casting 
lots: that it might be fulfilled which was. spoken by the 
prophet, They parted my garments among them, and upon 


my vesture did they casts lots. 


36 And sitting down they watched him there; 
37 And set up over his head his accusation written, THIS 


IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 


38 Then were there two thieves crucified with him, one 
on the right hand, and another on the left. 

39 And they that passed by reviled him, wagging their heads, 

40 And saying, Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


ANY have written about the 
M chasteness and moderation of the 

language of the Scriptures. No- 
where is this quality more apparent than 
in the story of the death of Christ. Com- 
pared with the techniques of modern 
journalism or medieval preaching the 
Biblical records of this event are prosaic 
and colorless, yet they stand among the 
greatest writings of all time, and their 
simple, restrained statements have 
reached to the depths of unnumbered 
souls. The method of the Holy Spirit 
is not to bring us to Christ by harrow- 
ing our feelings with highly emotional 
descriptions. The picture which John 
Tauler gives us of the scourging of Jesus 
is in striking contrast to the modesty 
of Scripture.’ Here is a sample: “Then 
they bound Him so mercilessly to the 
pillar, that, as we read, His flesh hid 
altogether the cords by which He was 
bound, such was the tenderness and deli- 
cacy of His nature. Moreover, we find 
it written, that He was so cruelly bound, 
that the blood burst forth from His fin- 
gernails. And this they did lest He 
should slip out of their hands, for they 
held Him to be a malefactor and an 
impostor. After this these cruel wild 
beasts, like savage lions, inhumanly tore 
Christ’s fair and holy body, for they so 
scourged it, and ploughed it up with 
wounds, and mangled it with rods and 
all the other terrible scourges they could 
think of in their envious hearts, that 
He became wholly unlike Himself, His 
body being all covered with His blood, 
and with gaping wounds.” 





it in three days, save thyself. 
come down from the cross. 

41 Likewise also the chief priests mocking him, with the 
scribes and elders, said, 

42 He saved others; himself he cannot save. 
King of Israel, let him now come down from the cross, and 
we will believe him. 

43 He trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if he will 
have him: for he said, I am the Son of God. 

44 The thieves also, which were crucified with him, cast 


If thou be the Son of Gad, 


If he be the 


the same in his teeth. 


54 Now when the centurion, and they that were with him, 
watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and those things that 


were done, they feared greatly, saying, Truly this was the 


Son of God. 


% £ 5 4 = 


It is better to follow the example of 
the Holy Spirit in declaring the message 
of the Cross, and we can trust Him to 
produce saving results where otherwise 
there might be only a passing hysteria 
of pity. We shall not forget, of course, 
that our Lord did suffer in the flesh, and 
we shall do well to arm ourselves with 
the same mind (1 Pet. 4:1). Martyr 
history will not have “Finis” written to 
it till “the kingdoms of this world are 
become the kingdoms of our Lord, and 
of his Christ” (Rev. 11:15). 


Verse by Verse 

Matt. 27:32.—“A man of Cyrene, Simon 
by name... compelled to bear his cross.” 
Cyrene was a district in North Africa 
where many Jews had settled. This act 
of the Roman soldiers was a vivid re- 
minder that the Jews were a subject 
people, although the chief priests had 
browbeaten the Roman governor to their 
will, 

Verse 33.—“A place of a skull.” Of 
the widely varying explanations, that 
which suggests that the name was de- 
rived from the contour of the hill seems 
most reasonable, and is supported by 
some aspects of the site proposed by 
General Gordon, and called “Gordon’s 
Calvary.” 

Verse 34.—“They gave him vinegar 

. mingled with gall ,. . . he would not 
drink.” A pungent wine given narcotic 
quality by the addition of gall, or myrrh, 
It was the one humanitarian touch in 
this barbarous form of execution, the 
wine being supplied, we are told, by 
ladies of Jerusalem. Our Lord faced 
the ordeal with faculties unimpaired by 
the narcotic cup. 


Verse 35.—‘Parted his garments, cast- 
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ing lots.” For a fuller account, see John 
19:23, 24. The four soldiers detailed to 
the task seem to have had this right. 


Verse 36.—‘“And sitting down they 
watched him there.” Surely a picture 
of the callousness which can possess the 
human heart in face of exquisite suffer- 
ing. Eternal issues were being fought 
out, while men “gaped” like idiots! 

Verse 37—“THIS IS JESUS THE 
KING OF THE JEWS.” This was af- 
fixed to the upright beam by command 
of Pilate, not so much in mockery of 
Jesus as in retaliation for his moral de- 
feat. See John 19:19-22. Perhaps it even 
suggested a superstitious regard for 
Jesus. 

Verse 38.—‘Two thieves crucified with 
him.” So He was “numbered with the 
transgressors” (Isa, 53:12). \ 


Verse 39.—‘And they that passed by 
reviled him, wagging their heads.” Cal- 
vary was on the beaten track, so many 
wayfarers joined the crowd who had 
come especially for the sight, and added 
their insults. Wagging the head was an 
expression of contempt. 


Verse 40.—“Thou that destroyest the 
temple . . . come down from the cross.” 
For the reference to the Temple, see 
John 2:18-21 and Matthew 26:61. His 
claim to be the Son of God was the 
ground on which the Jewish court con- 
demned Him, although they secured His 
sentence from the Roman power on an- 
other score (Luke 23:2). 

Verse 41.—“Likewise also the chief 
priests .. . with the scribes and elders.” 
Their .hatred and malice robbed them 
of their dignity, and they stooped to the 
despicable revenge of mockery in the 
face of such suffering. 
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Verse 42.—“Let him now come down 
from the cross, and we will believe him.” 
They were utterly insincere. for when 
He did a greater thing—actually rose 
from the dead—they sought every means 
to suppress the truth (chap. 28:11-15). 

Verse 43.—“He trusted in God; let him 
deliver him now.” This quotation from 
Psalm 22:8 could scarcely have been 
studied on the lips of these scoffers. 


Rather, in their jeering they all uncon- . 


sciously fulfilled that prophetic Scrip- 
ture. 

Verse 44.—“The thieves also . . . cast 
the same in his teeth.” That men in the 
midst of their own suffering would so 
turn on a fellow sufferer shows the 
depths of human depravity. For the 
remarkable repentance of one of them, 
see Luke 23: 39-43. 

Verse 54.—“Truly this was the Son of 
God.” The absence of the definite ar- 
ticle in the Greek has led some to think 
that the centurion regarded Jesus as “a 
son of God” in the Roman, pagan sense. 
The circumstances, however, seem to de- 
mand that the phrase be taken as re- 
ferring to the essential nature of our 
Lord—Son of God. A similar usage is 
found in Hebrews 1:2. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Regarded as an act of man, the crii- 
cifixion of Christ is the crime without 
equal. It is as if all the sinfulness of 
the human race were concentrated in 
one supreme deed of shame. True, our 
Lord mitigated the blame with a plea of 
ignorance (Luke 23:34), but even the 
ignorance was criminal] and culpable in 
face of the spiritual privileges of the 
Jewish leaders. One just has to read 
the account of the death of Christ to 
sense, in spite of all the chasteness of 
Scriptural narrative, the very hate of 
hell in the sadistic cruelty and unfeel- 
ing mockery of those who pressed in 
upon the holy Sufferer. 

Let us not try to justify ourselves by 
saying that we should have had no part 
in the deed had we lived back there. 
The very men who sponsored the whole 
dastardly crime were saying that very 
thing about the crimes of their fathers 
in murdering the prophets (Matt, 23: 
29-32). Let us painfully but truth- 
fully confess that we are members of 
a race capable of murdering the Son of 
God, and accept our share of the respon- 
sibility. Every time we disobey God 
we demonstrate our partnership with 
those who slew Him. 

But why such submission? Again and 
again Jesus had walked through the 
midst of His enemies, and they were 
powerless to touch Him. When He chal- 
lenged His arresters in the Garden, they 
fell on their faces before Him (John 
18:4-6). He claimed that more than 
twelve legions of angels waited only a 
word from Him to appear and rout His 
foes (Matt. 26:53). The third day after 
His crucifixion He made good His own 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Last Week’s Lesson 
12. (25) March 22.—In the Shadow of 
the Cross che Matthew 26 
Next Week’s Lesson 


1. (27) April 5.—The Living Lord. 
(Easter.) ’ Matthew 28 








predictions and rose from the dead. In 
face of all this, it is clear that He could 
have foiled His enemies, and He could 
have come down from the cross. In- 
stead, He yielded to their hands, He 
submitted to all their cruelty, He re- 
mained on the cross, He accepted all the 
reviling without answer. Why such sub- 
mission? 

Because this was more than the act 
of men. “It pleased the Lord to bruise 
him” (Isa, 53:10). He was submitting, 
not to men, but to the will of the Father, 
Here is Peter’s statement to the Jews: 
“Him, being delivered by the deter- 
minate counsel and foreknowledge of 
God, ye have taken, and by wicked 
hands have crucified and slain” (Acts 
2:23). It was the work of God. What 
was the epitome of human sin was God’s 
answer to human sin; what was the ulti- 
mate demonstration of man’s rebellion 
against God was the supreme act of 
God’s love for man; what rendered our 
race worthy of death and destruction 
beyond hope of recovery was God’s 
method of obtaining life and redemption 
for our lost race. For in becoming the 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT is the literary characteristic 
of the Biblical records of the suf- 
ferings of Christ? 

2. How is the crucifixion of Christ to 
be regarded, when viewed as an act of 
man? 

3. Why did the soldiers lay the cross 
on Simon of Cyrene? 

4. In what Book of the Old Testament 
are most of the detailed prophecies about 
the death of Christ found? 

5. What was the purpose of the vine- 
gar and gall? 

6. How did the chief priests show their 
unbounded hatred for Christ? 

7. How do we know that the chief 
priests were utterly insincere in their 
statement in verse 42? 

8. How do you reconcile the accounts 
of Matthew and Mark, making both 
malefactors deride Jesus, with Luke’s 
account in which only one did, the other 
rebuking him? 

9. How do we know that Jesus’ sub- 
mission was entirely voluntary? 


10. Of what attitude of God toward 
men is the Cross the supreme demon- 
stration? 


(Answers on page 231) 
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victim of human sin He became the 
bearer of our sin, to put it away in the 
sacrifice of Himself. But on this sub- 
ject one would prefer to write a book 
rather than a paragraph! It will fill 
our conversation through endless ages. 


Outline of the Lesson 
Participants in the Crucifixion: 
1. The executioners (chap, 27:32-38) 
2. The multitude (vs, 39, 40) 
3. The leaders (vs. 41-43) 
4. The thieves (v. 44) 
5. Jesus (vs, 45-50) 
6. God (vs. 51-53) 
7. The centurion (v. 54) 


Topics for Development 

Simon of Cyrene, One hesitates to in- 
troduce side topics in face of the central 
theme of our lesson, but if they cast 
light on the central theme, they will 
be of real value. Cyrene was a district 
in North Africa. That may suggest to us 
a rather primitive region, but it was not 
so. At the time of our Lord, and for 
several centuries later, the cities of 
North Africa rivaled those of Greece 
and Italy as centers of learning and com- 
merce. They contained large settle- 
ments of Jews who were more liberal 
in their views than the Palestinian Jews, 
but regarded Jerusalem as their home 
and supported a synagogue there as a 
gathering place and a stake in the Holy 
City. Mark mentiomws (chap. 15:21) that 
this African Jew, Simon, was father of 
Alexander and Rufus. The only likely 
reason for his mentioning this fact was 
that Alexander and Rufus were well 
known among the believers. We can 
well believe that Simon's enforced cross- 
bearing was the beginning of new things 
for him and for his household. 

The Prophets and the Cross. Since 
our Lord is “the Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world” (Rev. 13:8), it 
is not surprising that His sacrifice fig- 
ures largely in the Scriptures of the 
prophets. In our.lesson portion, we see 
some remarkable details in fulfillment 
of prophetic utterances. For the vine- 
gar and gall (v. 34) see Psalm 69:21; 
for the dividing of His garments (v. 35) 
see Psalm 22:18; for His place among 
sinners (v. 38) see Isaiah 53:12; for the 
wagging of the heads (v. 39) see Psalm 
22:7 and Psalm 109:25; for the reviling 
of the chief priests (v. 43) see Psalm 
22:8; for the cry of dereliction (v. 46) 
see Psalm 22:1. Further details recorded 
by the other evangelists could be added 
to the list. All this should teach us that 
the Cross is no secondary expedient, but 
was in the mind of God from the begin- 
ning. 


Personal Applications 
Must Simon bear the cross alone, 
And all the rest go free? 
No, there’s a cross for everyone, 
And there’s a cross for me. 
—Old Version. 


The geography of the cross may be a 
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LESSON 13. MARCH 29. JESUS IS CRUCIFIED 
Matthew 21:1-11; 27; printed text, 27:32-44, 54 


Golden Text.—God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.—Rom. 5:8 


THE KiNG JAMES VERSION 
Matt. 27:32 And as they came out, they found a man of 
Cyrene, Simon by name: him they compelled to bear his cross. 
33 And when they were come unto a place called Golgotha, 


that is to say, a place of a skull, 


34 They gave him vinegar to drink mingled with gall: and 
when he had tasted thereof, he would not drink. 

35 And they crucified him, and parted his garments, casting 
it might be fulfilled which was. spoken by the 
prophet, They parted my garments among them, and upon 


lots: that 


my vesture did they casts lots. 


36 And sitting down they watched him there; 
37 And set up over his head his accusation written, THIS 


IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 


38 Then were there two thieves crucified with him, one 
on the right hand, and another on the left. 

39 And they that passed by reviled him, wagging their heads, 

40 And saying, Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

ANY have written about the 
M chasteness and moderation of the 

language of the Scriptures. No- 
where is this quality more apparent than 
in the story of the death of Christ. Com- 
pared with the techniques of modern 
journalism or medieval preaching the 
Biblical records of this event are prosaic 
and colorless, yet they stand among the 
greatest writings of all time, and their 
simple, restrained statements have 
reached to the depths of unnumbered 
souls. The method of the Holy Spirit 
is not to bring us to Christ by harrow- 
ing our feelings with highly emotional 
descriptions. The picture which John 
Tauler gives us of the scourging of Jesus 
is in striking contrast to the modesty 
of Scripture.* Here is a sample: “Then 
they bound Him so mercilessly to the 
pillar, that, as we read, His flesh hid 
altogether the cords by which He was 
bound, such was the tenderness and deli- 
cacy of His nature. Moreover, we find 
it written, that He was so cruelly bound, 
that the blood burst forth from His fin- 
gernails. And this they did lest He 
should slip out of their hands, for they 
held Him to be a malefactor and an 
impostor. After this these cruel wild 
beasts, like savage lions, inhumanly tore 
Christ’s fair and holy body, for they so 
scourged it, and ploughed it up with 
wounds, and mangled it with rods and 
all the other terrible scourges they could 
think of in their envious hearts, that 
He became wholly unlike Himself, His 
body being all covered with His blood, 
and with gaping wounds.” 





have him: 


it in three days, save thyself. 
come down from the cross. 


If thou be the Son of Gad, 


41 Likewise also the chief priests mocking him, with the 
scribes and elders, said, 

42 He saved others; himself he cannot save. 
King of Israel, let him now come down from the cross, and 
we will believe him. 

43 He trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if he will 
for he said, I am the Son of God. 

44 The thieves also, which were crucified with him, cast 


If he be the 


the same in his teeth. 


54 Now when the centurion, and they that were with him, 
watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and those things that 


were done, they feared greatly, saying, Truly this was the 


Son of God. 
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It is better to follow the example of 
the Holy Spirit in declaring the message 
of the Cross, and we can trust Him to 
produce saving results where otherwise 
there might be only a passing hysteria 
of pity. We shall not forget, of course, 
that our Lord did suffer in the flesh, and 
we shall do well to arm ourselves with 
the same mind (1 Pet. 4:1). Martyr 
history will not have “Finis” written to 
it till “the kingdoms of this world are 
become the kingdoms of our Lord, and 
of his Christ” (Rev. 11:15). 


Verse by Verse 

Matt. 27:32.—“A man of Cyrene, Simon 
by name .. . compelled to bear his cross.” 
Cyrene was a district in North Africa 
where many Jews had settled. This act 
of the Roman soldiers was a vivid re- 
minder that the Jews were a subject 
people, although the chief priests had 
browbeaten the Roman governor to their 
will, 

Verse 33.—“A place of a skull.” Of 
the widely varying explanations, that 
which suggests that the name was de- 
rived from the contour of the hill seems 
most reasonable, and is supported by 
some aspects of the site proposed by 
General Gordon, and called “Gordon’s 
Calvary.” 

Verse 34—“They gave him vinegar 

. mingled with gall. . . he would not 
drink.” A pungent wine given narcotic 
quality by the addition of gall, or myrrh, 
It was the one humanitarian touch in 
this barbarous form of execution, the 
wine being supplied, we are told, by 
ladies of Jerusalem. Our Lord faced 
the ordeal with faculties unimpaired by 
the narcotic cup. 


Verse 35.—“Parted his garments, cast- 
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the Inter- 


ing lots.” For a fuller account, see John 
19:23, 24. The four soldiers detailed to 
the task seem to have had this right. 
Verse 36.—“And sitting down they 
watched him there.” Surely a picture 
of the callousness which can possess the 
human heart in face of exquisite suffer- 
ing. Eternal issues were being fought 
out, while men “gaped” like idiots! 


Verse 37.—“THIS IS JESUS THE 
KING OF THE JEWS.” This was af- 
fixed to the upright beam by command 
of Pilate, not so much in mockery of 
Jesus as in retaliation for his moral de- 


feat. See John 19:19-22, Perhaps it even 
suggested a _ superstitious regard for 
Jesus. 


Verse 38.—‘Two thieves crucified with 
him.” So He was “numbered with the 
transgressors” (Isa, 53:12). 5 


Verse 39.—“‘And they that passed by 
reviled him, wagging their heads.” Cal- 
vary was on the beaten track, so many 
wayfarers joined the crowd who had 
come especially for the sight, and added 
their insults. Wagging the head was an 
expression of contempt. 

Verse 40.—“Thou that destroyest the 
temple .. . come down from the cross.” 
For the reference to the Temple, see 
John 2:18-21 and Matthew 26:61. His 
claim to be the Son of God was the 
ground on which the Jewish court con- 
demned Him, although they secured His 
sentence from the Roman power on an- 
other score (Luke 23:2). 


Verse 41.—“Likewise also the chief 
priests .. . with the scribes and elders.” 
Their .hatred and malice robbed them 
of their dignity, and they stooped to the 
despicable revenge of mockery in the 
face of such suffering. 
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Verse 42.—‘Let him now come down 
from the cross, and we will believe him.” 
They were utterly insincere, for when 
He did a greater thing—actually rose 
from the dead—they sought every means 
to suppress the truth (chap, 28:11-15). 

Verse 43.—“He trusted in God; let him 
deliver him now.” This quotation from 
Psalm 22:8 could scarcely have been 
studied on the lips of these scoffers. 


Rather, in their jeering they all uncon- , 


sciously fulfilled that prophetic Scrip- 
ture. 

Verse 44.—“The thieves also , . . cast 
the same in his teeth.” That men in the 
midst of their own suffering would so 
turn on a fellow sufferer shows the 
depths of human depravity. For the 
remarkable repentance of one of them, 
see Luke 23: 39-43. 

Verse 54.—“Truly this was the Son of 
God.” The absence of the definite ar- 
ticle in the Greek has led some to think 
that the centurion regarded Jesus as “a 
son of God” in the Roman, pagan sense. 
The circumstances, however, seem to de- 
mand that the phrase be taken as re- 
ferring to the essential nature of our 
Lord—Son of God. A similar usage is 
found in Hebrews 1:2. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Regarded as an act of man, the cri- 
cifixion of Christ is the crime without 
equal. It is as if all the sinfulness of 
the human race were concentrated in 
one supreme deed of shame. True, our 
Lord mitigated the blame with a plea of 
ignorance (Luke 23:34), but even the 
ignorance was criminal] and culpable in 
face of the spiritual privileges of the 
Jewish leaders. One just has to read 
the account of the death of Christ to 
sense, in spite of all the chasteness of 
Scriptural narrative, the very hate of 
hell in the sadistic cruelty and unfeel- 
ing mockery of those who pressed in 
upon the holy Sufferer. 

Let us not try to justify ourselves by 
saying that we should have had no part 
in the deed had we lived back there. 
The very men who sponsored the whole 
dastardly crime were saying that very 
thing about the crimes of their fathers 
in murdering the prophets (Matt, 23: 
29-32). Let us painfully but truth- 
fully confess that we are members of 
a race capable of murdering the Son of 
God, and accept our share of the respon- 
sibility. Every time we disobey God 
we demonstrate our partnership with 
those who slew Him. 

But why such submission? Again and 
again Jesus had walked through the 
midst of His enemies, and they were 
powerless to touch Him. When He chal- 
lenged His arresters in the Garden, they 
fell on their faces before Him (John 
18:4-6). He claimed that more than 
twelve legions of angels waited only a 
word from Him to appear and rout His 
foes (Matt. 26:53). The third day after 


His crucifixion He made good His own 
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predictions and rose from the dead. In 
face of all this, it is clear that He could 
have foiled His enemies, and He could 
have come down from the cross. In- 
stead, He yielded to their hands, He 
submitted to all their cruelty, He re- 
mained on the cross, He accepted all the 
reviling without answer. Why such sub- 
mission? 

Because this was more than the act 
of men. “It pleased the Lord to bruise 
him” (Isa, 53:10). He was submitting, 
not to men, but to the will of the Father. 
Here is Peter's statement to the Jews: 
“Him, being delivered by the deter- 
minate counsel and foreknowledge of 
God, ye have taken, and by wicked 
hands have crucified and slain” (Acts 
2:23). It was the work of God. What 
was the epitome of human sin was God’s 
answer to human sin; what was the ulti- 
mate demonstration of man’s rebellion 
against God was the supreme act of 
God’s love for man; what rendered our 
race worthy of death and destruction 
beyond hope of recovery was God’s 
method of obtaining life and redemption 
for our lost race. For in becoming the 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT is the literary characteristic 
of the Biblical records of the suf- 
ferings of Christ? 

2. How is the crucifixion of Christ to 
be regarded, when viewed as an act of 
man? 

3. Why did the soldiers lay the cross 
on Simon of Cyrene? 

4. In what Book of the Old Testament 
are most of the detailed prophecies about 
the death of Christ found? 


5. What was the purpose of the vine- 
gar and gall? 

6. How did the chief priests show their 
unbounded hatred for Christ? 


7. How do we know that the chief 
priests were utterly insincere in their 
statement in verse 42? 


8. How do you reconcile the accounts 
of Matthew and Mark, making both 
malefactors deride Jesus, with Luke’s 
account in which only one did, the other 
rebuking him? 

9. How do we know that Jesus’ sub- 
mission was entirely voluntary? 


10. Of what attitude of God toward 
men is the Cross the supreme demon- 
stration? 


(Answers on page 231) 








(9) 225 


victim of human sin He became the 
bearer of our sin, to put it away in the 
sacrifice of Himself. But on this sub- 
ject one would prefer to write a book 
rather than a paragraph! It will fill 
our conversation through endless ages. 


Outline of the Lesson 

Participants in the Crucifixion: 
The executioners (chap, 27:32-38) 
. The multitude (vs. 39, 40) 

. The leaders (vs. 41-43) 

. The thieves (v. 44) 

. Jesus (vs. 45-50) 

. God (vs, 51-53) 

7. The centurion (v, 54) 


Oup wh 


Topics for Development 

Simon of Cyrene, One hesitates to in- 
troduce side topics in face of the central 
theme of our lesson, but if they cast 
light on the central theme, they will 
be of real value. Cyrene was a district 
in North Africa. That may suggest to us 
a rather primitive region, but it was not 
so. At the time of our Lord, and for 
several centuries later, the cities of 
North Africa rivaled those of Greece 
and Italy as centers of learning and com- 
merce. They contained large settle- 
ments of Jews who were more liberal 
in their views than the Palestinian Jews, 
but regarded Jerusalem as their home 
and supported a synagogue there as a 
gathering place and a stake in the Holy 
City. Mark mentions (chap, 15:21) that 
this African Jew, Simon, was father of 
Alexander and Rufus. The only likely 
reason for his mentioning this fact was 
that Alexander and Rufus were well 
known among the believers. We can 
well believe that Simon’s enforced cross- 
bearing was the beginning of new things 
for him and for his household. 

The Prophets and the Cross. Since 
our Lord is “the Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world” (Rev. 13:8), it 
is not surprising that His sacrifice fig- 
ures largely in the Scriptures of the 
prophets. In our lesson portion, we see 
some remarkable details in fulfillment 
of prophetic utterances. For the vine- 
gar and gall (v. 34) see Psalm 69:21; 
for the dividing of His garments (v. 35) 
see Psalm 22:18: for His place among 
sinners (v. 38) see Isaiah 53:12; for the 
wagging of the heads (v. 39) see Psalm 
22:7 and Psalm 109:25; for the reviling 
of the chief priests (v. 43) see Psalm 
22:8; for the cry of dereliction (v. 46) 
see Psalm 22:1. Further details recorded 
by the other evangelists could be added 
to the list. All this should teach us that 
the Cross is no secondary expedient, but 
was in the mind of God from the begin- 
ning. 


Personal Applications 
Must Simon bear the cross alone, 
And all the rest go free? 
No, there’s a cross for everyone, 
And there's a cross for me. 
—Old Version. 


The geography of the cross may be a 
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matter of question, but the history of it 
is beyond dispute. For each one of us, 
however, it is the experience of the 
Cross that counts. 

Some drove the nails, some mocked, 
some just watched. while some believed, 
What is your part in Calvary? 

Some want a crossless Christ, and 
some are satisfied with a Christless cross; 
but only “Christ. and him crucified” is 
a saving Gospel. 


Golden Text 
Rom. 5:8.—"God commendeth his love 
._ Christ died for us.” 
Oh, what wondrous love is this, 
So to plumb death’ dark abyss, 
So to drink the cup of woe, 
Heaven's wrath to undergo— 
All to make us wholly free 
From sin’s ruthless tyranny! 


Is there, then. some off'ring rare 

We may bring to One so fair? 

Some sweet gift of gratitude 

For a love so rich and good? 

Lord, ourselves we freely give, 

Now for Thee alone to live. 
—J.C, M. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 
SUGGESTED HYMNS 
“There Is a Green Hill” 
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 
“Living for Jesus” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O Thou 
God of our salvation. as we today sur- 
vey the wondrous cross on which the 
Prince of Glory died, let the divine mar- 
vel of it, and the matchless grace of it 
come powerfully home to every one of 
us. Show us anew the wonderful love 
of our Saviour in refusing to save Him- 
self that He might save us. Help us each 
one to know it was for us He hung and 
suffered there and to kneel before Him 
in adoring love, saying, “The Son of 
God, who loved me, and gave himself 
for me.” Then, Father, help us to say 
to our Saviour, from our hearts, “As 
Thou didst give, so would we give our- 
selves for others’ healing.” In that spirit 
may we live and serve Thee henceforth. 
To the sad, the sick, and all the dis- 
tressed give special support and the 
comfort of knowing that our Saviour is 
our sympathetic High Priest in Heaven, 
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able to save to the uttermost those who 
come to God by Him. Revive Thy 
Church in pure living and powerful tes- 
timony that the work of Christ may be 
forwarded in every place. And, Father, 
soon put the government of this world 
upon the shoulders of Thy once crucified 
and now risen Son, our Saviour. Grant 
us these favors and Thy pardon for our 
sins, all for His dear sake. Amen. 


«After the Lesson.—As our Lord hung 
upon the cross He seemed the picture 
of weakness, and His cause seemed hope- 
lessly defeated. But that weakness was 
strength: that defeat was victory. 





THAT HE MIGHT SAVE SINNERS 


Passers-by said, “If thou be the Son of 
God, come down from the cross.” The 
leaders said, “He saved others; himself 
he cannot save.” They knew not it was 
because He was the Son of God that He 
stayed there. They knew not that: it 
was to save others that He saved not 
Himself. He had the power to come 
down, to save Himself, but He would 
not use that power because without 
the death of the sinless Son of God, the 
sinful sons of men could not be saved. 
Those who mocked thought He was not 
able to come down. The glorious fact 
was that He was willing not to come 
down. In order to save others, He re- 
fused to save Himself. 

There is a lovely story about a farm 
boy’s pet hen, Speckle. She nested in 
some tall grass and for days sat on ten 
eggs till the chicks were hatched. But, 
alas, while her fluffy chicks were too 
small to run away, a prairie fire swept 
toward the nest. Speckle could have 
run away and saved herself, leaving her 
babies to die. Instead she sheliered them 
under her wings as the flames passed 
by, giving her life to save them. The 
fire that would have consumed the 
chickens fed instead upon the mother 
hen and they were unharmed. Speckle 
could have saved herself, or she could 
save her chicks, but to save them she 
must die. 

Our Lord could have saved Himself, 
or He could save sinners, but to save 
them, He must die. When all was over 
that day, the centurion said, “Truly this 
was the Son of God.” Yes, “the Son of 
God, who loved me, and gave himself 
for me.” 

Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“A man ... Simon by name: him they 
compelled to bear his cross” (Matt. 27: 
32).—There is nothing in the Scriptures 
to substantiate the tradition that says 
the Lord Jesus fell twice beneath the 
weight of the cross. “The soldiers’ 
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tyranny comes out in this connection: 
they compel one in nowise implicated 
to do a service which they would not 
do” (Wm. Kelly). 

This text was a great stimulus to a 
student in Cambridge, whose name was 
Mr. Simeon. He was the object of much 
derision because of his faith in Christ. 
Buffeted and afflicted in the university, 
he strolled off one day with his little 
Testament in his hand. He prayed ear- 
nestly for some cordial from the Word, 
and that on opening the Testament he 
would find a text to sustain him. The 
first text to catch his eye was this one 
about Simon, (Simon is the same name as 
Simeon.) He exclaimed: “What a world 
of instruction was here! What a blessed 
hint for my encouragement! To have 
the Cross laid upon me that I might bear 
it after Jesus—what a privilege! It was 
enough. Now I could leap and sing for 
joy, as one whom the Lord was honorjng 
with a participation in His sufferings at 
the hands of men.” 

Each believer should hear the inspired 
Word saying, “Always bearing about in 
the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, 
that the life also of Jesus might be made 
manifest in our body” (2 Cor. 4:10). 


“Golgotha a place of a skull” 
(Matt. 27:33)—How appropriate and 
symbolic the name of the place of the 
Crucifixion! A skull is an empty head. 
On the manward side, the crucifixion of 
the Lord Jesus is a manifestation of 
man’s crass ignorance. We are definitely 
told that “none of the princes of this 
world knew: for had they known it, they 
would not have crucified the Lord of 
glory” (1 Cor, 2:8). The Lord Himself 
said, “They know not what they do.” 

The Apostle Peter, after charging the 
Jews with denying the Holy One and the 
Just, desiring a murderer to be granted 
to them, and also with killing the Prince 
of life, said, “I wot for know] that 
through ignorance ye did it, as did also 
your rulers” (Acts 3:17). What shall 
denial of the Holy One be called today? 


“And they crucified him , , .” (Matt. 
27:35). —Nothing more important than 
the crucifixion—and resurrection of the 
Son of God has ever occurred on the 
earth upon which we tread. The cross 
is the central object of the entire pro- 
gram of God. It is the pivot upon which 
the ages turn. A past eternity looked 
forward to it—and the future will look 
back upon it. 

In the sacrifice of Christ on the cross, 
justice sheathed her flaming sword. Now 
mercy yields her boundless store. 

Was it not Plato who said, “A holy 
God may be able to forgive sins, but I 
know not how.” An allegory by George 
Pentecost may help. He seeks to pic- 
ture the great love of the heart of God 
eager righteously to bestow upon sinners 
His gracious forgiveness. In order to 
make this grace known to us, God sent 
His only begotten Son with the message 
and proclamation. On His way from the 
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Father, He was met by Justice, who pro- 
tested against His mission to sinful men 
on the ground that they were transgres- 
sors of the eternal law of righteousness, 
the penalty for which was death. This 
penalty is in the nature of things and 
cannot be revoked. God Himself cannot 
annul it, and therefore His forgiveness, 
however it may burn in His heart, can- 
not go forth to the guilty sinner, who is 
doomed to death and must die. In vain 
did Mercy plead for the sinner: Justice 
was inexorable, not out of mere hard- 
ness, but because of eternal righteous- 
ness. If sin should go unpunished, the 
very foundation of the moral universe 
would be weakened, and the character 
of God compromised. Human sin, so far 
as it extends, aims to defy established 
authority, and unchecked in its effect, 
would reduce the moral universe to 
chaos. Sin would in the end dethrone 
God Himself, unless it were restrained 
and dealt with by the righteous con- 
demnation of the Law. To this plea 
Mercy could make no answer, and would 
of necessity have given up the contro- 
versy, had not Wisdom brought a solu- 
tion to the apparently hopeless antag- 
onism between Mercy and Justice, 

Wisdom, at once sympathizing with 
Mercy, and approving the inexorable 
protest of Justice, proposed this as a 
reconciliation: That the Eternal Son of 
God (assuming by incarnation the nature 
of man, and consenting that the sins and 
iniquities of the race should be laid 
upon Him) should become sin for us, 
and as our substitute “bare our sins 
in his own body on the tree”; that the 
voluntary sacrifice and offering of Him- 
self under the Law to God should be 
full and satisfactory settlement of the 
Law’s demands against the guilty sinner; 
and that on the ground of this sacrifice 
every sinner accepting it should receive 
the free forgiveness of God. This counsel 
of Wisdom being tried in the balance of 
Justice, and subjected to every test of 
divine holiness, was gladly acceded to 
by Justice as well as Mercy. 

Hence the Son of God continued on 
His way to this world, bearing God’s 
forgiveness, and put away man’s sin by 
the sacrifice of Himself. Thus did Mercy 
and Truth meet together and Righteous- 
ness and Peace kiss each other. 


“The thieves . cast the same in his 
teeth” (Matt. 27:44).—For a while both 
thieves reviled Him; but we know from 
the Evangelist Luke that one of them 
became penitent and ceased reviling. He 
rebuked his partner in crime, confessed 
his sinfulness and desert of judgment, 
admitted the sinlessness of the Saviour, 
confessed Jesus as Lord, and put in his 
plea to be remembered in the Lord’s 
Kingdom. What a joy for him to hear 
the words, “To day shalt thou be with 
me in, paradise”! He found what every 
believer discovers: that “the way of the 
cross leads home.” 

Wawona, CALIF, 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C, Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, the most tragic, the most 

cruel thing that ever took place in 
the world’s history was the trial and the 
crucifixion of the Lord Jesus Christ, Books 
have been written about it, but none 
could ever fully describe the sufferings 
of our Lord during that terrific ordeal. 
A whole book is taken up with the seven 
utterances of Jesus while upon the cross, 
but just now let us think of the utter- 
ances which were made by others dur- 
ing the daylight hours of that fatal 
Friday. 

Pilate’s wife senf word in to the court 
to her husband, “Have thou nothing to 
do with that just man.” She at least 
called Him a “just man.” Pilate said 
to the howling mob, “Why, what evil 
hath he done?” Those were the nearest 
to anything like kind words that came 
from the governor and his wife. Never- 
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theless, he delivered Jesus over to the 
executioners. The chief priests and 
elders had much to say, accusing Jesus, 
seeking to have Him condemned to 
death. When Pilate gave the mob a 
choice of who should be released (ac- 
cording to the custom of releasing one 
notable prisoner at the time of the 
feast), Jesus or Barabbas the robber, 
they cried out of one accord, “Barabbas!” 
and of Jesus they said, “Let him be cru- 
cified.” 

Thus they placed Jesus below the 
vilest of sinners—the “public enemy No, 
1” of the year. The soldiers were 
allowed to mock Him, even to strike 
Him on the head with a rod, actually 
spitting upon Him, while they saluted 
Him in ridicule, saying, “Hail, King of 
the Jews!” They had stripped Him of 
His clothing and had placed a scarlet 
robe on Him, pressing down upon his 
brow a crown of thorns. Think of the 
cruel indignity of it all! 

Out on Calvary the crowd walked by 
Him as He hung upon the cross, as He 
suffered the physical agony suspended 
by nails driven through the palms of 
His hands—these scoffers, “wagging their 
heads, and saying, Thou that destroyest 
the temple, and buildest it in three days, 
save thyself. If thou be the Son of God, 
come down from the cross. Likewise 
also the chief priests with the 
scribes and elders, said, He saved others; 
himself he cannot save. If he be the 
King of Israel, let him now come down 
from the cross, and’ we will believe him. 
He trusted in God; let him deliver him 
now, if he will have him: for he said, I 
am the Son of God.” 

But there were two utterances from 
the two thieves who were also crucified 
alongside our Lord. One thief railed 
on Him, saying, “If thou be Christ, save 
thyself and us.” But the other thief 
rebuked him and said, “This man hath 
done nothing amiss. And he said unto 
Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou 
comest into thy kingdom.” He called 
Him “Lord.” That must have been of 
comfort to the suffering Saviour, for He 
immediately responded, “Verily I say 
unto thee, To day shalt thou be with 
me in paradise.” The last act of, Jesus 
on the cross was to save a soul from 
eternal death. That was what He came 
to this old world for. 

Apparently from Mark’s account (chap. 
15:39) the very last word that was said 
at the cross was spoken by the Roman 
centurion who was in command. He 
said, “Truly this man was the Son of 
God.” Luke says he glorified God 
when he said it. One might almost 
wish that the Lord could have heard 
that, too; for it was the kindest thing 
said during the whole dreadful occasion, 

Fellows, when one looks upon the suf- 
fering our Lord went through for us 
sinners, as so graphically word-pictured 
by the Gospel writegs, it is hard to 
understand how anyone could fail to 
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love a Saviour like that. If you have 
the opportunity during the Lenten sea- 
son, step into John Wanamaker’s store 
in Philadelphia and lapk at two great 
pictures displayed there every year. They 
were painted by a Hungarian artist 
named Mikaly von Munkacsy. One is 
the trial of Jesus before Pilate; the other 
is the crucifixion scene on Calvary. The 
paintings are very large, about twenty 
feet wide, and profoundly impressive. 
Crowds of people look upon them every 
Easter season, and it is interesting to 
note the expressions of awe and of sor- 
row on the faces of some, while others 
glance at them with apparently no in- 
terest or concern whatever, except as a 
passing look upon a colorful painting. 
Folks are like that. Some care deeply, 
while others care not. Some are on their 
way to eternal life and joy because they 
realize what the precious blood of Jesus, 
shed on Calvary, has done for them. 
Others, heedless of sin and the need of 
a Saviour, are headed toward eternal 
death and do not seem to know it. 


Fontana Dao, N. C. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1953 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations 

Three Simple Lessons.—While we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us (Rom. 
5:8, Golden Text). An old man once 
said that it took him forty years to learn 
three simple things: First, that he 
couldn’t do anything to save himself; 
second, that God didn't expect him to; 
and third, that Christ had done it all, 
so all he had to do was to take what 
Christ had accomplished for him.—From 
the King’s Business. Sent by Mrs. B. 
Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. Prize 


illustration, 


Infinite Grace.—And they crucified him 
(Matt. 27:35). 
Wonderful story of infinite grace, 
Story of one crucified in my place, 
Hanging forsaken between earth and sky, 
Shamed and tormented and left there to 
die, 
His kingly head bowed with the weight of 
my sin. 
(Foul was I, Lord, without and within.) 
Angels still carol the story through space, 
Wonderful story of infinite grace! 
—From Martha Snell Nicholson, in The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Mrs. 
A, E, Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans, 


In Our Stead.—And sitting down they 
watched him there (Matt. 27:36). I once 
heard John McNeill say that of all the 
people in Jerusalem he thought Barab- 
bas had the best idea of the atonement 
of Jesus Christ. “You will remember 
that he should have been crucified and 
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Jesus released, but the order was ex- 
actly reversed. The door of the prison 
swings open and Barabbas is free, and 
as he comes out into the light of day 
all the people seem to be hurrying in 
one direction. He hears that Jesus of 
Nazareth is to be crucified. He stops a 
moment to think, and then he exclaims, 
‘Why, that is the man who is dying in 
my stead: I will go and see him.’ He 
pushes his way out through the gate of 
the city and up the hillside until he 
reaches the surging mob about the cross, 
He stands in the outer circle a moment, 
and then pushes his way to the very 
inner circle, and stands so near that he 
can reach out his hand and touch the 
dying Saviour, and I can hear him say, 
‘I do not know who you are, but I know 
you are there in my stead.’” “And,” 
said John McNeill, “until you can give 
a better theory of the atonement, take 
that of Barabbas—Christ your substitute, 
dying in yours place."—From the Rev. 
J. Wilbur Chapman. Sent by M. Irene 
Jury, Glendale, Calif, 


The Three Different Deaths.—Then 
were there two thieves crucified with 
him (Matt, 27:38). 

One died in ‘sin—O awful death! 
Impenitent! 
One died to sin—forever died! 
The penitent! 
One died for sin—He whom in love 
The Father sent! 
—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


We Are No Different Today.—They 

. reviled him (Matt. 27:39). One eve- 
ning, at a small literary gathering at 
which Thomas Carlyle was present, a 
famous stlf-righteous lady was bewail- 
ing the wickedness of the Jews in not 
receiving our Saviour, and ended her 
diatribe by expressing regret that He 
had not appeared in our day. “How de- 
lighted,” said she, “we should all be to 
throw our doors open to Him and listen 
to His divine precepts. Don’t you think 
so, Mr. Carlyle?” Thus appealed to, he 
replied: “No, madam, I don't. I think 
that, had He come very fashionably 
dressed, with plenty of money, and 
preaching doctrines palatable to society, 
I might have had the honor of receiving 
from you a card of invitation, on the back 
of which would be written, ‘To meet our 
Saviour’; but if He had come uttering 
His sublime precepts, and denouncing 
the Pharisees, and associating with the 
publicans and lower classes, as He did, 
you would have treated Him much as 
the Jews did, and have cried out, ‘Away 
with Him!’”—From Tom M. Olson. in 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans, 


Second - Hand Clothes. — He 
Others; himself he cannot save 
27:42). Fred Jordan once went into 
Oviatt’s, one of the Los Angeles ex- 
clusive men’s stores. He says, “A clerk 
came up to me; ‘Can I help you?’ he 
asked. ‘Yes, if you sell secondhand 
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clothing,’ I answered. He looked around 
the well-appointed shop and murmured, 
‘I'm afraid we don't.’ Then he studied 
my clothes, and said, ‘If you wear sec- 
ondhand clothes, they are pretty good.’ 
‘They are secondhand all right.’ I glanced 
at my shoes, ‘They used to belong to a 
cow, and my coat once belonged to a 
sheep.’ The man laughed, but I had made 
my point, and was able to explain that 
as an animal died that we might have 
clothes, so the Son of God had to die 
that we might be clothed in His right- 
eousness.”"—F rom Moody Monthly. Sent 
by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sus- 
sex, Eng. 


The Three o’Clock Crowd.—Now when 
the centurion, and they that were with 
him, watching Jesus, saw the earth- 
quake, and those things that were done, 
they feared greatly, saying, Truly this 
was the Son of God (Matt. 27:54). 
It is related that the noted evangelist, 
Dr. W. Leon Tucker. was leaving his hotel 
to’ catch a three-o'clock-in-the-morning 
train. The orchestra in the dining room 
was playing “Three o’Clock in the Morn- 
ing.” He stopped to pay his check at 
the desk. The night clerk had evidently 
had too many drinks himself. He said 
to Dr. Tucker, “That’s my type of music, 
I belong to the ‘Three o’Clock in the 
Morning’ crowd Don’t you, mister?” 
Dr Tucker replied, “No, I belong to the 
‘Three o’Clock in the Afternoon,’ crowd.” 
The night clerk didn’t seem to under- 
stand, so Dr. Tucker explained that it 
was at three o'clock in the afternoon that 
Jesus Christ died on Calvary’s cross for 
him, and for all who believe. We all 
have heard of the crucifixion of Christ. 
But what does it mean? The whole 
transaction and its meaning may be sum- 
med up in five words, “Christ died for 
our sins.” “Christ died”—that is the 
fact. “For our sins”—that is the inter- 
pretation of the fact. God, through 
Christ, offers you pardon. Reach with 
the hand of faith and make it your own, 
—From the Free Methodist. Sent by 
Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 
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My Class of Girls 

By Vivian D. Gunderson 

Curist Diep For Us 
ATERIALS needed: Red, gold, and 
black paper, pattern of two crosses, 
one slightly larger than the other, scis- 

sors and paste, pencils and notebooks. 

Our lesson today is on what was the 
darkest page, and yet the brightest page 
in the history of the world. At the trial 
and crucifixion of Jesus we see the great- 
est injustice ever done by man, carried 
out with horrible cruelty. But there 
we also see the amazing grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and the infinite love 
of God. And because of His cross, all 
who will, may spend eternity in the 
brightest place instead of in the darkest. 
Though it is well known that the trial 
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and condemnation of Jesus were abso- 
lutely unjust, it may help us to realize 
it more if we look at the testimonies 
of some of those who knew Jesus. It 
would take us all day to read all the 
testimonies to His goodness and great- 
ness recorded in the four Gospels. So 
I have picked out only ten, taking them 
all from the Book of Matthew, since 
that is the Gospel we are studying. 

Each of you take a slip. On it you 
will find the name of the person speak- 
ing and also a Scripture reference that 
will tell you what he said about Jesus. 
Find the verse in your Bible and be 
ready to give ys that person's testi- 
mony. (1) John the Baptist, Matthew 
3:11; (2) God the Father, Matthew 3:17; 
(3) A Roman centurion, Matthew 8:8; 
(4) The disciples, Matthew 8:27; (5) 
Christ Himself, Matthew 12:6; (6) Christ 
Himself, Matthew 12:41; (7) Christ Him- 
self, Matthew 12:42; (8) The disciples, 
Matthew 14:33: (9) Peter, Matthew 16: 
16; (10) The multitude, Matthew 21:9, 

We will find five more in today’s les- 
son. You remember how the rulers of 
the Jews had been trying to catch Jesus 
with questions In that they failed 
utterly. They could not find any way 
at all to get Him into trouble with the 
Law, because He was without sin. But 
as they determined to get Him anyway, 
they decided to arrest Him first, and 
then afterward to make up their minds 
of what crime to accuse Him. With 
the assistance of Judas. they accom- 
plished His arrest, and then sought for 
false witnesses to tell lies about Him. 
Here again they met with difficulty be- 
cause their witness Was so manifestly 
false it could not be used 

The high priest demanded in the name 
of God, that Jesus tell them who He was, 
but as soon as the Lord did, he pro- 
nounced it blasphemy and said that Jesus 
deserved to die. Read Matthew 26:67, 
68 to see how the Jews treated their 
innocent prisoner in the palace of the 
high priest. Oh, the greatness and the 
goodness of our Saviour! He did not 
need to bear such treatment, yet He 
willingly submitted to it out of love for 
your guilty soul and mine! Now read 
Matthew 27:1, 2. These wicked men 
were still plotting how to get Jesus cru- 
cified. They knew that there was no 
evidence against Him, yet they deliv- 
ered Him bound to the Roman governor, 
determined to accomplish His destruc- 
tion in some way. 

Now read verses 3 and 4. Here the 
betrayer of Jesus testifies that He is 
innocent. Look at the shocking response 
of the chief priests: “What is that to 
us?” What a terrible answer to come 
from those who were supposed to ad- 
minister justice! 

Mark verses 9 and 10, because they 
are fulfilled prophecy, 

Now read verse 19. Pilate’s wife tes- 
tified that Jesus was a “just man” and 
urged her husband not to condemn Him, 

Read Pilate’s question in verse 23: 
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“Why, what evil hath he done?” That 
unanswered question is another testi- 
mony to the perfeet character of Jesus. 
Although a great crowd of His enemies 
were within earshot, there was not one 
answer from all that multitude, for 
Jesus had never done one wrong thing. 
All they could do was shout, “Crucify 
him.” 

In verse 24, Pilate, His judge at this 
trial, called Jesus a just person, express- 
ing his own desire to be innocent of His 
blood. 

Now read verses 26 to 31 silently, and, 
as you do, remember that Jesus did not 
deserve such treatment, neither did He 
have to endure it; He bore it only be- 
cause of love of us. 

Now read verses 32 to 44 aloud. See 
the meanness, the hatred in the heart 
of man! They had mocked Christ in 
the high priest’s palace, they had mocked 
Him in Herod’s palace (see Luke 23:11), 
they had mocked Him in Pilate’s palace 
and now even in the face of His dying 
agony, they mocked Him still! Oh, the 
cruelty of which the human heart is 
capable! 

The next verses tell some of the signs 
with which God marked off this great- 
est of all moments, “When Christ, the 
mighty Maker, died for man the crea 
ture’s sin.” Let us list them: (1) Three 
hours of darkness, (2) The veil of the 
Temple torn from top to bottom by the 
power of God, (3) Earthquake, (4) 
Great rocks broken in pieces, (5) Graves 
opened, (6) Appearance of saints who 
had died. 

Now read the testimony of the Ro- 
man centurion, who had been given the 
cruel duty of crucifying Christ: “Truly 
this was the Son of God.” He is one 
more witness to the glorious fact that 
Jesus was the Son of God. Jesus was 
the greatest person who ever came t 
earth, and He was absolutely sinless 
Death had no claim upon Him, yet He 
laid down His life for our sakes. Let us 
pray that the Holy Spirit may make 
more real to our hearts that “Christ 
died for us.” 

In your notebooks write “Matthew 27.” 
Below that “Judas’s Remorse,” next 
“Jesus Before Pilate,” then “The Cru- 
cifixion.” Make two black crosses and. a 
larger one of red and gold to stand in 
the middle. The black crosses are to 
show that the two thieves had sinned 
and so deserved to die, but the middle 
cross was occupied by the holy Son of 
God. The gold reminds us of His deity, 
and the red of His precious blood shed 
for us. Below this copy the first part 
of verse 42 and verse 44. Make stars 
between to show that some of this por- 
tion is omitted for the sake of brevity. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
we 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Because He Loved (Matt. 21:1-11; 27:27-31). 


ODAY is Palm Sunday—just one 
week before Easter, I am sure you re- 
member what happened on the first Palm 
Sunday long ago. Turn to the report of 
“Sunday” in the visualized Gospel of 
Matthew for review (lesson for Feb. 22). 
In the written Gospel find what title is 
used for Christ in Matthew 21:5. A king! 
In verse 9 read the cheers of the people. 
Monday and Tuesday went by. (Re- 
view the stories of these days briefly.) 
The Lord Jesus finished His stories and 
His teaching. Wednesday came. (Write 
the day of the week under chapter num- 
ber 27.) Jesus and His friends were 
quiet—except one. (Show picture of 
Judas bargaining with the high priests. 
The anointing by Mary occurred the 
Saturday evening before, as John 12:1, 
12 shows, but it is inserted here because 
of its relationship to Judas’s deed. The 
fact may be noted by writing the date 
beside the picture. For Thursday have 
pictures of the Last Supper, prayer in 
Gethsemane, Judas’s kiss of betrayal, Je- 
sus before the high priest, Peter’s de- 
nial.) 

What awful punishment Peter de- 
served for lying, swearing, and cursing! 
And about the Lord Jesus, God’s own 
Son, too! Suppose God took Peter at 
his word and cursed him for the lies he 
told and the false oaths. But God in His 
love and mercy had a different plan, a 
wonderful plan. Years before, when 
perhaps Peter was just a baby, God sent 
His own Son from the glory of Heaven 
to become a tiny baby on earth—the 
little King in the manger. Now that 
baby was a man, Peter’s best friend. 
Of course, God loved His Son, the Lord 
Jesus, very dearly. He loved Peter. too. 
Peter was a sinner; he deserved to die. 
The Lord Jesus was holy. He told the 
truth when they asked Him if He was 
the Son of God. He did not deserve to 
die. Peter the sinner lived. The Lord 
Jesus, the Holy One, died on the cross 
the next day. It wasn’t fair, was it? But 
it was all a part of God's wonderful plan 
of love. The Lord Jesus took Peter’s sin 
and its punishment, and died for him. 
Peter went free because He believed in 
the Lord Jesus. God so loved Peter that 
He gave His only begotten Son, that 
Peter, who believed in Him, should not 
perish but have everlasting life. 

Anyone else ever tell lies, swear. or 
curse? God loves them, too. The Lord 
Jesus Himself, the truthful one, told us: 
“God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life” (John 3:16, Mem- 
ory Verse). What about your lies? 
Listen to Peter telling later about the 
Lord: “Who his own self bare our sins 
in his own body on the tree, that we... 
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should live” (1 Pet. 2:24). How Peter 
must have thanked Him! Have you? 

This week you will have tears in your 
eyes as you read Matthew 27, and see 
the Lord Jesus go to the cross with 
Peter’s sins and yours. You will see 
Him telling the truth to the King’s Gov- 
ernor, Pilate, that He Himself, Jesus, is 
a king, though He knows it means death 
for Him. You will see the soldiers play- 
ing a mean game of king with Him. You 
will see the title “King” over His cross. 
Yet they killed Him. Even Judas had 
tears in his eyes. But he did not believe, 
and so he missed out. God loved Peter 
and gave—what? Peter believed and 
had—what? God loved you and gave 
His Son. Do you believe and have? 
Just like an Easter gift, it is yours when 
you take it. (If the teacher has a gift 
for the class, it might be presented now, 
and serve as an object lesson.) Take 
God’s Easter gift now, though you can- 
not see it. Then you will be ready for 
Easter. 

Orono, MAINE, 

we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


IMON was traveling from the country 
one day long, long ago. It was early 
morning. Suddenly he could see a great 
crowd of people coming in his direction, 
From a distance it looked like a long 
parade, but, as they met on the road, 
Simon saw a terrible thing. There were 
three men leading the crowd. Each man 
was carrying a cross. Each of them was 
surrounded by four soldiers. And they 
were followed by throngs of people. 
Simon stood wide-eyed as the first 
man staggered under His heavy load. 
And little wonder that He staggered. 
His back was beaten and blood was 
streaming down His face. Then He fell 
to the ground. The soldiers knew He 
could go no further. So, seeing Simon, 
the soldiers called him and demanded 
that he come at once and carry the cross, 
Up, up, up the hill Simon went, carry- 
ing the cross that had before lain on 
the back of the Lord Jesus, God’s dear 
Son. The crowd followed him—soldiers, 
prisoners, women crying in loud voices 
for the men who were about to be 
severely punished. On, on to a weird, 
dreary place far up on the hillside. 
There it was that they nailed the dear 
Lord Jesus to the cross. On either side 
of Him the two other prisoners were 
crucified. Those two were suffering for 
the sins which they themselves had com- 
mitted. But the Lord Jesus was suffer- 
ing for the sins of others. He had no 
sin of His own. He had never done one 
wrong thing, He had never spoken one 
wrong word, He had never even had 
one wrong thought! The reason that 
He was suffering that day was because 
of your sins and the sins of the whole 
world. He was suffering because He 
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loved us—loved vs with all of His heart. 

He could have come down from the 
cross. In fact, some of those who hated 
Him challenged Him to come down from 
the cross. But, no. The reason that He 
had come into the world was so that 
one day He could die for the sins of the 
world. No man could take His life 
from Him. He had power to lay it down, 
and He had power to take it again (John 
10:18). He laid down His life willingly 
for us. We could never have our Sins 
forgiven and could never see God in 
Heaven, except that the Son of God that 
day took the punishment that we de- 
serve. 

The Lord Jesus loves us—and though 
we cannot imagine it, He loved the very 
people who crucified Him. Oh, how they 
hated Him! Only a few days before (on 
the day which we call Palm Sunday), 
the people had cried, ‘Hosanna to the son 
of David: Blessed is he that cometh in 
the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the 


highest.” Then, they had wanted to 
crown Him as their King. Now, they 
were crucifying Him. Oh, how they 


hated Him! They made fun of Him. 
They laughed at Him. They spat at 
Him. They did all kinds of evil things 
to Him that day. Why? Because they 
hated Him. They did not believe that 
He was God’s Son. 

Then, while Christ Jesus the Lord 
hung on the cross, a startling thing hap- 
pened. Though the people had before 
this time seen hundreds of people cru- 
cified, nothing like this had ever hap- 
pened, (Teacher’s Note: Edersheim in 
“The Life and Times of Jesus the Mes- 
siah.” Volume II, records that not less 
than 800 persons had been crucified in 
Jerusalem on one occasion, Page 583.) 
Suddenly, right in the middle of the day 
it became as dark as midnight. Then 
the earth started to tremble and to 
shake; great rocks were split open; 
graves of the dead opened up. The 
things that happened were so terrible 
that some of the people who stood near 
the cross cried in loud voices, “Truly 
this was the Son of God.” A few min- 
utes earlier they had not believed Him. 
Now they knew that they had been 
wrong. 

That day the Lord Jesus prayed, as 
He hung so painfully on the cross, 
“Father, forgive them; for they know 
not what they do” (Luke 23:34). He 
was willing to forgive those who treated 
Him so unspegkably. And He is willing 
today to forgive anyone—that means 
you—anyone who will receive Him as 
Saviour, 

LANCASTER, PA, 

V3 


The Resurrection Morn transfigures 
the gloom of the day of the Crucifixion, 
and the rising sun of its morning gilds 
and explains the Cross. Now it stands 
forth as the great redeeming power of 
the world.—Dr, Alexander Maclaren, in 
Keswick Calendar. 
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| Travel the Road 


to Damascus 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 225) 


1. Their 
chasteness, 





remarkable restraint and 

2. As the epitome of human sin. 

3. The Biblical records do not‘give the 
reason. We can only conclude that our 
Lord’s sufferings rendered Him humanly 
unable to bear the burden 

4. The Psalms 

5. To stupefy the victim and so ren- 
der him less sensible of his sufferings 

6. They cast their dignity aside to take 


(especially 22 and 69). 





Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Nazareth, Cana, 


Tiberias, cities from the Life of Christ. 


part in the jibes being hurled at Jesus. See the Catacombs, ride camelback to 

7. They did not believe when Jesus the Pyramids, a launch on the Sea of 

did the sanaaien ine of thine fen tn 1 Galilee—climb the slopes of Mount Zion. 
gree gZ sing | 

dead. Visit both Arab and Jewish Palestine 

8. They are complementary. At first || where history is still being made. Travel 


in Christian companionship when such 
inspiring experiences are so easily shared. 


SPECIAL SUMMER 
EXCURSION 
15 days for only $990 


15 glorious days in the lands of the Bible 


both thieves derided. Then one, awak- 
ened perhaps by the Godlike behavior 
of Jesus, repented and turned to the 
Saviour. 

9. Until the time appointed, His en- 
emies were powerless against Him, and 
He affirmed that He had legions of an- 
gels at His disposal (chap. 26:53) 

10. His boundless love. See Golden 
Text. 
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Enjoying Christian Fellowship 
Throughout Your Vacation 


NE of the outstanding things that 
members of the Christian Fellow- 
ship Tours have liked most has been the 
fine fellowship with other Christians. 
This is made certain in the chartering 
of a steamer for the ten-day cruise in 
the Inside Passage to Alaska. The fine, 
sturdy ship is ideally suited to the needs 
of the group, with excellent accommo- 
dations for 106 persons. The Chilcotin, 
operated by the Union Steamships Com- 
pany, Vancouver, B. C., is 252 feet 
long, streamlined, and air-conditioned 
throughout; the main lounge is taste- 
fully furnished and paneled in mahog- 
any; the observation lounge on the upper 
deck is large and ‘affords clear views 
along the 2,400 miles of the beautiful 
Inside Passage. A well-appointed din- 
ing room, with fine meals, adds much 
to the comfort and delight of the cruise. 
The staterooms are furnished in bleached 
oak, with comfortable beds. The cour- 
teous and efficient care given by the 
Canadian officers and» crew assures the 
Tour- members of a pleasant vacation. 
The party will leave Chicago on July 
27, and have the thrilling experience 
of a bus tour along the Red Lodge High- 
road, over a high pass in the Montana 
Rockies, and a two-day sightseeing tour 
of Yellowstone Park with stopovers at 
the Grand Canyon and Old Faithful 
Hotels. August 3 is the embarkation 
date from Vancouver, B. C., for the 
cruise up the Inside Passage. Plenty 
of opportunity will be given to visit 
some of the fascinating ports along fhe 
way, such as Prince Rupert, Ketchikan, 
Juneau, the capital of Alaska; Skagway, 
Sitka, Butedale, Ocean Falls, Metla- 
katla. From Skagway there will be a 
never-to-be-forgotten trip on a narrow- 
gauge railroad. which circles high into 
the mountains over the “Trail of ’98,” 
the path of the Klondike gold rush, with 
a stop at Lake Bennett for lunch. In 
Skagway there will be time to look 
about in the quaint shops. During the 
ten-day trip by water the party will 
enjoy scenery of unexcelled grandeur 
—glaciers, snow-capped mountains, and 
waterfalls. An extra excursion is being 
provided, which is not usually included 
in Alaska trips. This is a cruise through 
Glacier Bay, amid floating icebergs and 
magnificent scenery, with a view of Muir 
Glacier, which is one of the world’s 
largest. 

After the party returns to Vancouver 
on August 13, interesting days are still 
ahead. The night will be spent at the 
fine Hotel Vancouver, and there will be 
sightseeing through the city; then a 
steamer trip to Victoria, and a visit to 
the internationally famous Butcherts 
Gardens, with an overnight stay at the 
Empress Hotel. Further points of in- 
terest are the cities of Seattle, Portland, 
and San Francisco; Yosemite National 
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Park, with a night at the Awahnee 
Hotel; the Mariposa Grove of Big Trees; 
Los Angeles, with a night at the Bilt- 
more Hotel; and a day at Grand Canyon, 
The Tour concludes in Chicago on Au- 
gust 25, 

An illustrated folder, “Alaska With the 
Christian Fellowship Tour of 1953,” may 
be obtained upon request from Mr. 
Harry J. Jaeger, Executive Vice-Presi- 
dent and Secretary of The Sunday 
Times Company, 325 N. 13th St., Phila- 
delphia 5, who will accompany the Tour, 


V" 
Was There a Jericho? 


(Continued from page 223) 


Joshua supposedly fought the battle 
of Jericho.” 





The Actual Facts 


HE publishing of this report that 

“Joshua is missing at Jericho” un- 
doubtedly left the impression with thou- 
sands of readers that the Bible is in 
error in indicating that Joshua captured 
Jericho in Old Testament times, as re- 
corded in Joshua 6, 

Our examination of the facts, both 
from firsthand investigation in Palestine 
and from recently published reports, 
shows a situation quite different from 
the sweeping statement that “Joshua is 
missing at Jericho.” The significant fac- 
tors are these: 


1. Late Bronze Age potsherds were 
found in the 1952 excavations at Jericho. 
It is true that not as many Late Bronze 
Age sherds were found as one would have 
expected. On the other hand, to imply 
that the Late Bronze period (1600-1200 
B.C., which includes the time of Joshua) 
is missing at Jericho and therefore that 
“Joshua is missing at Jericho” is not 
in accord with the facts. The archae- 
ologists working at Jericho last spring 
acknowledged to this writer that Late 
Bronze sherds were found, and the same 
taing is indicated in Dr, Tushingham’s 
published report concerning the small 
area H-2, in which he states, “A few 


ed 


L.B. sherds were found .. .”7 


2. One may have Late Bronze pottery 
of a certain type and yet not readily 
recognize it as such, The usual test ap- 
plied by archaeologists to see whether 
they have come into the Late Bronze 
level is to watch for a sudden appear- 





6Most of the facts revealed in this article 
have been known to the writer for several 
months, but they could not be published until 
now, since some of the items referred to re- 
sulted from the excavations at Jericho in the 
spring of 1952. Right of first publication be- 
longs to the excavator; therefore, with the 
publication of Dr. Tushingham’s report in the 
“Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental 
Research,”” October, 1952, it is now possible 
for me to publish all of the items in this 
article. Previously I would have been at lib- 
erty to publish only part of them. 

7“Bulletin of the American Schools of Ori- 
ental Research,’ No. 127, p. 10. 
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ance of painted pottery, of the type 
characteristic of the Late Bronze Period. 
On the other hand, there is a good deal 
of unpainted pottery which also comes 
from the Late Bronze Period. This was 
rather pointedly impressed on the writer 
last spring when he was doing further 
pottery study in the Rockefeller Mu- 
seum in Jerusalem. In one of the main 
showcases displaying the Late Bronze 
Age pottery, there was a group of Late 
Bronze pottery from a tomb at Megiddo, 
Of these eleven Late Bronze Age bowls 
and jars in the group, only two were 
painted and nine were not. This was 
a striking illustration of the fact that 
one must consider other factors than the 
appearance of typical painted sherds as 
criteria for the Late Bronze Period. In 
other words, many other sherds found 
at Jericho last spring could have been 
Late Bronze, but not recognized as such, 


3. Late Bronze Age material and de- 
bris could have been carried away in 
subsequent building Operations in the 
region of Jericho. Since the Late Bronze 
Age stratum was one of the uppermost 
levels at Jericho, it is possible that later 
building operations in the vicinity of 
Jericho could have been responsible for 
people carrying away the mud brick re- 
mains of the upper levels to construct 
their own buildings. This would result 
in potsherds and other criteria for dat- 
ing being taken away as well. This pos- 
sibility was indicated by Miss Kathleen 
Kenyon, the director of excavations, in 
a lecture at the Rockefeller Museum in 
Jerusalem, in the spring of 1952, dealing 
with the recent Jericho campaign. This 
would mean that Late Bronze Age mate- 
rials had been there earlier in a greater 
abundance. but have largely disappeared 
from the mound. 


4. A relatively small proportion of the 
whole mound of Jericho was touched in 
the 1952 excavations, The mound of 
Jericho covers some seven acres, whereas 
the actual areas excavated included a 
trench sixteen feet wide (five meters) 
on the western side of the mound, and 
four other areas which were even less 
in-area. Only a sampling has really 
been carried out in this newest excava- 
tion. 


5. Garstang’s excavations from 1930- 
1936 covered a seven-year span and gave 
definite indications of Late Bronze occu- 
pation, both from the mound of the 
buried city itself as well as from the 
burials on the west side of the ancient 
city. The fact of evidence of a Late 
Bronze Age city is indicated in Dr. Tush- 
ingham’s report, in which he says, “The 
evidence of pottery found by both 
Seilin and Garstang, however, indicates 
that there was an L.B. settlement on the 
tell” (‘italics his). Further excavation 
may throw more light on the extent of 
the Late Bronze Age city of Jericho. 


In the light of the several qualifying 
factors above, it is presumptuous to sum- 
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marize the 1952 excavations at Jericho 8 as 
showing that “Joshua is missing at Jeri- 
cho.” On the contrary, putting all the 
evidence together, one finds no reason 
for setting aside the Biblical indications 
concerning Joshua and the city of 
Jericho, 
WHEATON, ILL, 





® Much material. was found in the 1952 ex- 
cavations at Jericho that illuminates the 
period between 3000-2000 B.C., and even 
earlier. It will be dealt with in a subsequent 
article. 
ve 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, March 29 


2. A Crucified Saviour 
(Luke 23:13-21, 33) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


AST week, in the first of this series 
of four topics on the theme, “Ex- 
clusive with Christianity.” we saw Christ 
as “A Compassionate Saviour.” This 
week, in the light of the extremity to 
wHich His compassion drove Him, we 
are to see Him as “A Crucified Saviour.” 
ye 

Two great facts must be kept in mind 
as we think of Christ’s death upon the 
cross. The first is linked with last week’s 
topic and the second is linked with next 
week’s. God's love and Christ’s compas- 
sion are timeless in their relationship to 
the cross. Man’s desperate estate was 
foreseen and provided for in the coun- 
cils of God in the ageless past, and Christ 
came to this earth in human form for 
the specific purpose of fulfilling God's 
plan and doing what only God could do 
about man’s lost and hopeless condition 
—give Himself a ransom for many. 

Holy men of old were moved by the 
Holy Spirit to foretell that coming, even 
to the detailed nature of the death the 
Saviour should die. The forms and cere- 
monies and particularly the sacrifices 
that were prescribed in God’s instruc- 
tions to Moses all pictured, in type, the 
sacrifice that would one day be made 
by the Lamb that God would provide for 
the sin of the world. They pointed to 
His sinless perfection and to the fact 
that He who knew no sin would be made 
sin for sinful man, and would take away 
the reproach and the judgment that 
rightfully should have fallen upon man’s 
head. 

The fact that the Old Testament bore 
abundant witness to the sacrificial death 
of the Son of God is attested to by the 
Lord Jesus Himself. You will recall 
that He chided some of His disciples, 
after His resurrection, with the words: 
“O fools, and slow of heart to believe 
all that the prophets have spoken: Ought 
not Christ to have suffered these things, 
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and to enter into his glory? And be- 
ginning at Moses and all the prophets, 
he expounded unto them in all the scrip- 
tures the things concerning himself” 
(Luke 24: 25-27). 


3 


The second great fact that we must 
not lose sight of as we think this week 
of Christ's death on the cross_is that, 
apart from the Resurrection, the cross 
would mean to us today only the failure 
and frustration of a great leader and 
teacher. We shall consider the Resur- 
rection in greater detail next week, but 
we can never separate the cross and 
the Resurrection completely in our think- 
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ing, for it is only through the Resurrec- 
tion that we have the assurance that 
Christ’s sacrifice on Calvary was ac- 
cepted by God and was sufficient for 
our salvation. Had His body remained 
in the tomb and disintegrated like the 
bodies of all great leaders before and 
Since Calvary, we could not be sure to- 
day that His death was any different 
than that of a martyr for a good cause 
or that of a sincere but mistaken leader 
and teacher, 


bd 


And now let us think for a moment 
what was involved in the death of the 
Lord Jesus. Philippians 2:5-8 gives us a 
picture of the sevenfold downward step 
that the Lord Jesus took gladly for your 
sake and mine. He who was equal with 
the Father laid aside the outward or 
visible marks of His Godhead. As one 
Bible teacher (Lightfoot) puts it, “He 
emptied, stripped Himself, of the en- 
signia of majesty.” And He took upon 
Himself, not the nature of an earthly 
king, or prince, but the nature of a 
lowly bondservant and became a mere 
man, 

But even as a man He humbled him- 
self by stooping to die. And that death 
was not a victorious, triumphant one in 
the eyes of men, but an ignominious 
death, like that of a common criminal, 
and by means of one of the most tor- 
turous methods of punishment that the 
world then knew. He died amid the 
jeers and taunts and derision of the very 
people whom God had chosen to be a 
demonstration of what He could do with 
a nation that would serve Him and fol- 
low Him. Truly no other leader that 
the world has ever known has ever gone 
to such lengths for mankind, and yet 
Paul tells us in Hebrews 12:2 that “for 
the joy that was set before him [Christ] 
endured the cross, despising the shame. 
and is set down at the right hand of 
the throne of God.” That joy was the 
joy of redeeming lost mankind, which 
includes you and me. 

ye 

It is right here that the death of the 
Lord Jesus is incomprehensible to the 
natural man, but is a glorious and pre- 
who has ac- 
cepted Him as his personal Saviour, “For 
scarcely for a righteous man will one 
die: yet peradventure for a good man 
some would even dare to die. But God 
commendeth his love toward us, in that, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us” (Rom. 5:7, 8). 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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Let us lay this to heart, that unless 
we believe in the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, the saying “He was crucified” is 
the saddest word that can be spoken 
about any of the great ones of the past. 
—Dr, Alexander Maclarén, in Keswick 
Calendar. 
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The Proposed Russian Revision 
(Continued from second page) 


too great. When the Metropolitan Ana- 
stasy was asked to join the revising com- 
pany he refused on the ground that those 
selected were not competent scholars. 
Whether they are men of desirable spir- 
itual quality is also doubted. 

The revision is to be sponsored by the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, What 
one would like to know is what financial 
contribution is made by, or through, the 
American Bible Society. The fashion 
now is for Europe to call the tune and 
for America to pay the piper. On in- 
quiry I find the enterprise described as 
an “ecumenical” gesture, a sort of relief 
measure for Russian Orthodox clergy in 
need—“if thine enemy hunger, feed 
him.” But it does not say set him to 
revising Scripture! The interest which 
Dr, Lowrie of Paris takes in it seems 
to support this opinion, as he is an en- 
thusiastic “ecumenician.” 

In any case, I am sure few contributors 
to the Bible societies would want, as I 
said before, as little to spend money for 
a revision by Russian Catholics as a 
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Spanish revision by Spanish Roman 
Catholics. 

As a consequence of the craze for 
church unity, these Eastern churches 
are recipients of all sorts of financial 
and other aid, in spite of the fact that 
their whole sacerdotal and ecclesiastical 
theory is poles apart from evangelical 
Christianity. Then they turn round and 
express their gratitude by petty perse- 
cution of evangelical Christians. For a 
time they closed an evangelical orphan- 
age in Katerini, Greece. An orphanage! 
So petty are they! For years the Greek 
clergy have opposed circulation of 
Scripture in other than the old, unintel- 
ligible Greek version. Yet there is a 
good one in modern Greek.—Ernest Gor- 
don. 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


March 23 to 29 


Mon.—Matthew 26:31-35. 
Peter’s Denial Foretold. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Jesus said unto 
him, Verily I say unto thee, That this 
night, before the cock crow, thou shalt 
deny me thrice.” Our Lord’s prediction 
of Peter’s almost immediate denial fell 
apparently on dull ears. We, too, are 
dull of hearing, and often act as though 
Christ had never warned us of our weak- 
nesses, errors, and duty. We seem to 
think we know ourselves better than 
Christ. And so “we learn with faces 
wet, the lessons that we oft forget” 
(Havergal). Better doubt your own 
judgment than God’s. Pray for Madame 
and Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek 
(Formosa), 


Tues.—Matthew 26:36-46, 
Jesus’ Prayer in Gethsemane. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “O my Father, 
if this cup may not pass away from me, 
except I drink it, thy will be done.” 
Our Lord here faced that awful moment 
when He would become the bleeding 
Lamb, and by which sacrifice of Himself 
He would make possible the remission 
of sins of the whole world. What a 
“cup” He drained fo save us from eternal 
woe! Wonder and adore the love that 
bled and saves. You, too, can fellowship 
with Him, in a very small measure, by 
praying as He did in the Garden, “Thy 
will be done”! Pray for all in the legis- 
lative branch of government of our coun- 
try, 


Wed.—Matthew 26:47-56, 
Jesus Betrayed by Judas. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Friend, where- 
fore art thou come?” Judas betrayed 
Christ with a kiss, for a little filthy 
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Complete courses including... 
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Conservatory of Music, Black 
¢ Hills Science Station and North- 
woods Honey Rock Camp. Com- 
bine professional training with 
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Summer sessions will be helpful in acceler- 
ating the college programs of students antici- 
pating calls to Military Service. Freshman 
courses available for high school graduates 
wishing to begin college work prior to 
Service call. 





Regular college: facilities are available to 


summer students . . . new air-conditioned 
library; well-equipped science laboratories; 
modern gym; splendi@ student center; new 
modern dining hall; beautiful campus. Inter- 
esting planned activities. Proximity to Chicago 
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Inter-Session June 16 to June 26 
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Second Term (4 weeks)—July 25 to August 21 
Black Hills Expeditions leave June 22 and July 27 
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the 1953 Summer Sessions, 
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By Cecilia Margaret Rudin, M.A. 
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The Lord is richly blessing this work. Amazing 
progress is being made. The number of orphans 
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lucre. This was more bitter to Christ 
than the cries of those who demanded 
His death. Judas, predicted in the Old 
Testament, and several times by the 
Lord, gives intimations of its pointed, 
penetrating painfulness to Christ. Many 
kiss Him today while seeking to make a 
gain of His name. Real friends may 
deny Christ, as did Peter, but only en- 
emies, posing as friends, will sell Him 
for the sake of money from religious 
people. Pray for the President of Korea, 


Thurs.—Matthew 26:57-68. 
Jesus Before Caiaphas. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Jesus . led 
away to Caiaphas.” High-positioned re- 
ligious formalists often are foremost 
leaders of opposition to the Saviour, Re- 
ligious offices which should honor Christ 
often make faith in Him difficult for 
multitudes. Christ still stands before 
religious enemies, who like Caiaphas 
will soon appear before Him. Now is 
the time for all trué Christians to stand 
up for Pray for nations in com- 
motion. 


Jesus. 


26:69-75. 

Peter Denies His Lord. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “He denied be- 
fore them all.” Peter did not believe 
the Lord’s prediction of his denial, and 
so he had to discover in humiliation the 
deceitfulness of his evil heart Peter, 
whom Jesus called “a stone,” failed in 
the hour of temptation. Let us take heed 
lest we fall. Peter did not plunge low 
all at once. He slipped down the steps 
of pride, criticism, self-sufficiency, self- 
indulgence, lagging in duty, fear of man, 
and fear of suffering for righteousness. 
Last he dropped into the abyss denial. 
“Watch and pray lest—"” Pray for China, 


Sat.—Matthew 27:24-31. 
Jesus Before Pilate. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Pilate.” Pilate, 
subtile time-server and politician, re- 
veals now to all the world his true char- 
acter. He thought he was wise and 
shrewd, but only exposed his folly and 
ruination. He estimated Christ and His 
cross of little consequence. He chose 
to be popular with the wicked, and has 
revealed himself to all the world as a 
servant of Beelzebub. Pray for the Em- 
peror of Ethiopia. 


Fri.—Matthew 


Sun.—Romans 5:1-11. 
Reconciled by His Death. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Reconciled to 


God by the death of his Son.” The we; 
only way for reconciliation with God mc 
for a sinner is through the death of ap © 
the Son of God. Reason and Scrip- = =, 
ture agree that it can be only thus. *%-~+ 
None other who could bring eternal Qu= 
salvation but the eternal Son, and ggtn 
only by the blood-shedding on the Ww > 
cross. Impossible for man to redeem, te 
angels to aid, Satan to undo the dam- 2 
zt 


age, only God could save as the Gos- 
pel declares, Great salvation! Infinite 
cost! Pray for Africa. 
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